
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                

 

Trinity 

Lutheran 

Church 
 

November 23, 
 2025 

 

Christ the King 

Sunday 
  

217 Brackenridge   

Southwest 

Sleepy Eye, MN 

 

Website 

www.trinity 

sleepyeye.org 

 

Phone: 

(507) 794-5051 

  

Email:  

secretary@trinity 

sleepyeye.org 

 

Office Hours 

Mon-Thurs 

9am –3pm 

  

Ministers 

Every member 

 

  Pastor 

David Nissen 

(320) 583-9242 

Pastor @ 

trinitysleepyeye.org 

 

Parish Secretary 

Darlene Brummund 

  507 276-8013 

secretary@ 

trinitysleepyeye.org 

  

Financial 

 Secretary 

Pat Stevermer 

794-7112 

finance@ 

trinitysleepyeye.org 

 

Organist /  

  Choir Director 

Mary Mulry 

794-3768 

music@ 

trinitysleepyeye.org  

 

Christian Education 

Alyssa Nissen 

612 462-2019 

education@ 

trinitysleepyeye.org  
 

Custodian  

Pat Lowther  
  

  

 

  

 



 

2 

 CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY 
    SERVICE OF THE WORD   

 

9:00 A.M. Sunday, November 23rd, 2025    
 

 We gather in the Name of the Lord who calls us to worship God’s Name 

above every name.  Your presence blesses this gathering, as together we honor 

the Lord with our thanks and praises.  

For those able, fellowship & refreshments await you in the library immediately 

following our Sunday morning worship. The Education Hour begins at 10:10.  

 
 

WORSHIP AIDS 

PLEASE SIGN the Friendship Pad as it is passed to you during today’s offering. 

ACTIVITY BAGS for young children are on a stand at the rear of church; please return after services. Thanks. 

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS are available to you by requesting one from the ushers. 
 

GATHERING                              

 

WE PREPARE… Jeremiah’s promise of the execution of “justice and righteousness in the land” 

finds ironic fulfillment in the execution of Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews. It appears so 

utterly contradictory that the king should be crucified with the criminal. This victory appears 

for all the world as ignominious defeat. Yet through the gate of death our Lord opens the door 

to paradise. 

 

PARISH NOTICES/ RINGING THE BELL  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Faithful God, 

you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet we stray from your paths. We are 

stuck in sinful systems of oppression and do not embrace the freedom of your 

faithful promises. We ignore our neighbors. We exploit the earth. We reject your 

abundance, trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love. Repair our 

relationships, restore what we have broken, renew our hearts, and bring us to new 

life. Amen. 

Hear the good news: 

God the Faithful One loves you, ☩ in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven, and by the power of 

the Holy Spirit you are set free. Amen. 

          

                                                Trinity Choir 
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GATHERING SONG                          All Hail the Power of Jesus Name   ELW #634 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy       

Spirit be with you all. And also with you.  
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KYRIE 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY    

O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy. We worship 

you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with us, reign in us, and 

make this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
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PSALM 46   
 

  God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,  

  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 

Though its waters rage and foam,  

 and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
  There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,  

  the holy habitation of the Most High. 

God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;   

God shall help it at the break of day. 

The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;  

 God speaks, and the earth melts away.     
  The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
  Come now, regard the works of the LORD,  

  what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 
  Behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;  

who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
  Be still, then, and know that I am God;  

I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth. 

The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  
  

The Word of the Lord      Thanks be to God. 
 

 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING                                                     JEREMIAH 23:1-6 
 

The first reading is in Jeremiah chapter 23, verses 1-6.  Today’s reading builds on the 

common, ancient Near Eastern metaphor of the king as shepherd. Judah’s unjust rulers 

have caused their people, their “flock,” to be scattered. Nevertheless, God will raise up a 

new and righteous shepherd who will rule a restored Judah.   
 

Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the LORD. 

Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my 

people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you have not 

attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the LORD. Then I myself will 

gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring 

them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. I will raise up shepherds over 

them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any 

be missing, says the LORD. 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, 

and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the 

land. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by 

which he will be called: "The LORD is our righteousness." 

 

 The Word of the Lord.      Thanks be to God.   
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SECOND READING                                                  COLOSSIANS 1:11-20 
 

The second reading is in Colossians chapter 1, verses 11-20.  An early Christian hymn 

praises the mystery of the political, personal, and mystical Christ, the one who was 

present at creation and is eternally reigning with God. 
 

May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may you 

be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who 

has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. He has rescued us from the 

power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have 

redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in heaven 

and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers 

or powers — all things have been created through him and for him. He himself is before all 

things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is the 

beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. 

For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to 

reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the 

blood of his cross. 

 The Word of the Lord.      Thanks be to God.   
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                                       We Will Glorify 

        We will glorify the King of kings, we will glorify the Lamb; 

 We will glorify the Lord of lords, who is the great I Am.  
 

 Hallelujah to the King of kings, Hallelujah to the Lamb; 

 Hallelujah to the Lord of lords, who is the great I Am. 

 

GOSPEL READING                                                   Luke 23:33-43 
 

   The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 23rd chapter.   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the 

criminals, one on his right and one on his left. [[ Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them; for 

they do not know what they are doing."]] And they cast lots to divide his clothing. And the 

people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, "He saved others; let him 

save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!" The soldiers also mocked him, 

coming up and offering him sour wine, and saying, "If you are the King of the Jews, save 

yourself!" There was also an inscription over him, "This is the King of the Jews." 

One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, "Are you not the 

Messiah? Save yourself and us!" But the other rebuked him, saying, "Do you not fear God, 

since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have been condemned 

justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong." 

Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom." He replied, "Truly I 

tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise." 
 

 The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

MESSAGE                                                                               Pastor Dave Nissen 
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SONG OF THE DAY                               Lift High the Cross                                           ELW #660   ELW #634                                                            

 
CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

        I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; 

  he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

        I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
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THANKSGIVING 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:   respond after Lord, God of grace,   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHARING THE PEACE 

 The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.  
 

OFFERING                                      Give Thanks  
 

                 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  (THE USHERS BRING UP THE OFFERING) 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Lord of the harvest, 

we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the 

uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly provides for us. Multiply what we have gathered 

to bless all who are suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING 

    May God who loves us, who gives us eternal consolation and good hope, comfort your 

 hearts and strengthen them in every good work and word. May the blessing of Almighty 

 God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you forever. Amen.  

SENDING SONG                           Crown Him with Many Crowns                              ELW #855 
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DISMISSAL               Go in peace. Christ is with you.      Thanks be to God.  

              Our thanks to all who serve the Body of Christ 

SUNDAY                                      9:00 am Worship                                                 

Accompanist Mary Mulry   

Acolyte Miles Krzmarzick   

Readers Sarah Lendt   

Sound Techs Russ Sorensen         

Greeters Brian & Carol Polesky    

Ushers Dale & Diane Eckstein    

Altar Guild Nicole Stevermer, Joleen Dittbenner 

IT’S TIME FOR CHRISTMAS FOOD BOXES 

It is time to start thinking about filling a Christmas Food Box for the families 

of our weekend food kids. Boxes are available for you to pick up and fill.   

There are those in our community who are struggling to provide basic needs 

for their families. In the state of Minnesota 1 out of 7 children is at risk for 

hunger. One in four Minnesota households with children are food insecure. 

Currently we are feeding 49 children from 36 families. We are asking you to 

shop for a family and put items on the list in a box provided for you. These 

boxes will be given to the families prior to the Christmas break when 

children do not have access to breakfast and lunch at school. The FFA will be 

giving each child a fleece blanket and personal care products.  

                  Thank you for being the hands of Jesus. 
 

MEALS THAT MATTER  

The delicious meals are available in the freezer located in room 109 just off the 

dining room and we now need your help. The meals are to be given to people 

who are experiencing some sort of life changing event, be it a new baby, illness, 

a death in the family, or anyone you think would benefit from a tasty, readymade 

dinner. Remember, you are the hands of Jesus in our world.  

                       Thank you for being the hands of Jesus! 

      Remember…Our Food Shelf Box is in the back of the Sanctuary. 

                                           The Good Work of this Church continues! 

 

 SPECIAL OFFERINGS –During the month of November, we think of our 

abundance and willingness to share with others less fortunate. For this reason, the 

Board of Stewardship designates the Thanksgiving Eve offering to ELCA World 

Hunger. Gifts are accepted for this initiative to the end of the year. 
 

The second special offering that is usually emphasized in November is the 

Women of the ELCA Thankoffering. These funds are all sent into the churchwide 

office to support the ministries of the Women of the ELCA. You may also use 

your regular offering envelopes by designating “Thankoffering” on the special 

giving line…  Thank you for any and all gifts!  
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         CHRISTMAS WREATHS AND GARLAND ARE HERE! 

The women of Trinity are raising funds to continue our work for Trinity and 

the many organizations and people we help over the year. Ordered Wreaths 

can be picked up today in the Church garage. As always, thank you all 

for your support! 

 
IF YOU’D LIKE TO PURCHASE A POINSETTIA for $14.00 in honor of 

or in memory of a loved one(s), please sign up in the church office by Dec. 

10th. You have the option of ordering a red, white, or pink poinsettia.  Please 

specify when you sign up.  You are welcome to take your plant following the 

Christmas Eve service on Wednesday, December 24th. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
OUR PIE FELLOWSHIP WILL FOLLOW                 

  THE THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE.   

     PLEASE CONSIDER BRINGING A PIE         

     TO SHARE.  THANK YOU! 
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NOVEMBER 23, 2025  

Jesus is our King of Kings. He has come to 
rule in our lives forever. 
DAILY BIBLE READINGS  
These readings are related to the Lectionary readings for this Sunday.  
Sunday  Luke 23:33-43  Christ the crucified king  
Monday  Colossians 1:11-20  The person and work of Christ  
Tuesday  Luke 19:28-38  Blessed is the king  
Wednesday  John 18:33-39  Jesus questioned by Pilate  
Thursday  Revelation 19:11-16  King of kings, Lord of lords  
Friday  Matthew 2:1-6  The one born king  
Saturday  Psalm 24  The king of glory comes  
Sunday  Matthew 24:36-44  The sudden coming of salvation 

  

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK  
 

God himself was pleased to live fully in his Son. And God was pleased for him to 
make peace by sacrificing his blood on the cross, so that all beings in heaven and 
on earth would be brought back to God.      Colossians 1:19-20 
SAY, PRAY AND BLESS: 
A Prayer for the Week:  
Lord Jesus, King of kings, teach us to forgive as you forgive. Amen. (Luke 23:34)  

Mealtime Prayer:  
Lord of lords and King of kings, to you our thanks and praise we bring. For health and food and all you give, for every moment that we live. Amen.  

A Blessing to Give:  
May God make you patient and strong, so that you never give up. Amen. (Colossians 1:11).   

CARING CONVERSATION  
Discuss in your home or small group:  
  Imagine that a king is coming to your house today. How will you prepare for his visit?  

  How is Jesus like an earthly king? How is he different?  

  What does it mean to have Jesus as your King?  

DEVOTIONS  
Use this simple liturgy based on Colossians 1:12-14. Give each person a candle. Put another candle on the table. This candle will be 
called the “Christ candle,” and it represents Christ as the Light of the World. Dim lights to darken your devotional area.  
Leader: We were under the power of darkness. But, God sent Jesus the Light into the world to save us. (Light the Christ candle)  
All: God brought us into the kingdom of Jesus, his Son. We now belong to the king-dom of light. (The other candles are lit from the 
Christ candle)  
Leader: Jesus has paid for our sins and through him we are forgiven.  
All: Thanks be to God, forever and ever. Amen.                          Close by praying or singing “Christ, Be Our Light” by Bernadette Farrell.  

SERVICE  
As this Church year ends, plan to say thank you to those in the church who have served you in God’s name—pastors, lay ministry staff, 
church leaders, musicians, pro-gram leaders, and others. 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS  
This is the last week of the Church year. Next Sunday, we enter Advent. Share memo-ries of your involvement in the church this past 
year. What were some highlights? What did you learn? In what ways did you grow spiritually? Whom did you get to know better? 
Whom were you blessed by or through?  
Share your hopes for your involvement in the church in the coming year. Say a prayer of thanks for your church and for God’s work in 
and through it over the last twelve months.  

© 2015  Vibrant Faith Ministries. All rights reserved. Written by Pr. Greg Priebbenow and edited by Vibrant Faith Ministries. 
Please take your bulletin home for weekly devotion
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Trinity’s Mission Statement 

We are a community where Jesus is Lord:  our 

mission is to invite, welcome, nurture, and equip all 

people to be disciples in His name. 

TRINITY’S PRAYER CHAIN   Send an email to 

secretary@trinitysleepyeye.org or call the office at 

507 794-5051. Leave a message. 

TRINITY’S WEBPAGE   Send an email to the 

church office at secretary@trinitysleepyeye.org and 

let Darlene know you want your newsletter via 

email! 

TRINITY IS NOW ON FACEBOOK  

CHECK IT OUT!! 

“Trinity Lutheran (ELCA) Sleepy Eye MN” 
 

The Trinity Tidings newsletter is now also posted 

on www.sleepyeyeonline.com  

watch this site for community news and events. 

If you haven’t already, please consider Simply 

Giving, an automated giving program for your 

offering.  You determine the frequency of your 

offering which is deposited into Trinity’s account the 

same day it is withdrawn from your account. It’s a 

“hassle-free” way to give. 

Talk to Pat or Darlene if you are interested.  Thank 

You. Please pick up your statements and envelopes 

in your mailbox. Thank You! 
 

Last week at Trinity     

Weekly Worship Attendance:                     149  

Website     41 

Bible Studies Attendance:               9+7+4= 20  

TREK/Confirmation     73 

Weekly Giving: (5730.00 Needed)                    $5529.63 

November Giving:($23,640.00 .Needed)  $14,503.54 

Yearly Contributions to Date        $265,730.00 

This Week’s Prayer Concerns 

 

Pray for Trinity…that the Holy Spirit would keep our 

Trinity family united as we continue in worship and in   

helping others as we are able … 
 

Pray for the Church…that the Holy Spirit would empower 

us to live in the image of God so that we would speak and act 

in every way bringing glory to God before all the nations and 

peoples with what we have been given… 
 

Pray for our World…that pain which has penetrated so many 

lives that your light Lord would help us to see your presence 

and that the Spirit would lead us to seek the truth and practice 

grace for all who are hurting…    
 

Pray for all who are ill, afflicted, or recovering…that the  

Holy Spirit would give comfort and daily strength to              

Susie, Juliann, Jane, Krista, Trisha, Mark, Sherry, Kali, 

Isak, Vivian, Kim, Pam, Pat, Trish, Beth, Harold, Rita, 

Paul, Ray, Lorinda, Chris, Kathy, Emmett, Joan, Lois, 

Joyce, Emma, Darrell, Milo, Ed, Carlo, Dorothy, Tina,  

Ethan, Robyn, Carmen, Linette, Tammy, John, Tony, Ted, 

Connor, Kimora, and Mary Jo. 
 

Pray for the beloved… who now rest from their labors in  

God’s mercy and for all who mourn the personal loss of  

loved ones…. that God would fill each one with the hope of 

our Lord’s promise to bring us to a new heaven and earth 

where suffering, crying, pain and death will be no more.…        
 

Pray for all families…that the Holy Spirit would bring 

compassion and mercy to all who are separated from one 

another and each would give way to mercy, love and 

reconciliation… 
 

Pray for the men and women serving in the Armed Forces 

and those far from home…for Brady Augustin and his 

family…and for all of our military Veterans that the Holy 

Spirit would guard them in safety and keep their hearts stayed 

in Christ…  
 

Pray for the missionaries of our church (ELCA)…that they 

proclaim their witness of the Gospel throughout the world. 
 

For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use • All rights reserved 
• www.ccli.com  
• CCLI License 1162037 • For use with Streaming License • All rights reserved 
• CSPL096295 • Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress • License 1380500101 
• Reprinted from WORDS FOR WORSHIP, copyright 2017   Augsburg Fortress.   
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress 
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