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FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
SERVICE OF THE WORD  

                      

                   9:00 AM MARCH 22ND, 2026     
 

THE LORD JESUS CHRIST WELCOMES ALL!  We are gathered in the name 

of our Lord Jesus Christ who beckons us to come to Him in faith and 

repentance.   May the gospel of the Lord inspire and fill you with the 

Spirit! Fellowship & refreshments are available in the Narthex and 

Library immediately following our Sunday worship.  

    
 

GATHERING                                                                               

 

WE PREPARE In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the 

dead. The prophet Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile 

or living in the shadows of death, these stories proclaim God’s promise of resurrection. In 

baptism we die with Christ that we might also be raised with him to new life. At the Easter Vigil 

we will welcome the newly baptized as we remember God’s unfailing promise in our baptism. 

 

RINGING OF THE BELL / PARISH NOTICE                                                       
  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt 

and blots out all offenses. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: 

Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: 

Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious 

God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining the living water Christ 

offers: Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in 

the world: Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s call to come 

forth to life: Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. 
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Through faith, the free gift of God, you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the 

name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from 

the dead dwells in you, pours God’s love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace. Amen. 
 

GATHERING SONG                           Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing                 ELW #886 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy       

Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
   

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe 

upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve 

you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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WORD                                                                               
 

FIRST READING                                                         Exodus 17:1-7                                               

The first reading is in Ezekiel chapter 37, verses 1-14.  Ezekiel's vision of the valley of 

dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though dead in exile, will live again in their 

land through God's life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured that through this vision 

they will know that "I am the Lord." 

  

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set 

me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were 

very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, "Mortal, can these bones 

live?" I answered, "O Lord GOD, you know." Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones, 

and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. Thus says the Lord GOD to these 

bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will 

cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall 

live; and you shall know that I am the LORD." 

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a 

rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on 

them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in 

them. Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: 

Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, 

that they may live." I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and 

they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 'Our bones 

are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.' Therefore prophesy, and say to 

them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your 

graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I 

am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I 

will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you 

shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD." 
 

 The Word of the Lord      Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING                                                                                       Romans 5:1-11                                      

The second reading is in Romans chapter 8, verses 6-11.  For Paul, Christian spirituality 

entails living in the reality of the Holy Spirit. The driving force behind our actions and 

values is not our sinful desire for self-satisfaction but the very Spirit by which God raised 

Jesus from the dead and will also raise us from the dead. 
  

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this 

reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God's law — 

indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone 

who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the 

body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who 
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raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to 

your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

 The Word of the Lord      Thanks be to God.  

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 
 

GOSPEL READING                                               John 11:1-45                                                   
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 4th chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord.” 
 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 

Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her 

brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, "Lord, he whom you love is ill." 

But when Jesus heard it, he said, "This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God's 

glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it." Accordingly, though Jesus loved 

Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days 

longer in the place where he was. 

Then after this he said to the disciples, "Let us go to Judea again." The disciples said to him, 

"Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?" Jesus 

answered, "Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not 

stumble, because they see the light of this world. But those who walk at night stumble, because 

the light is not in them." After saying this, he told them, "Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, 

but I am going there to awaken him." The disciples said to him, "Lord, if he has fallen asleep, 

he will be all right." Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that 

he was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, "Lazarus is dead. For your sake 

I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him." Thomas, who was 

called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, "Let us also go, that we may die with him." 

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. Now 

Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha 

and Mary to console them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she 

went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been 

here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever 

you ask of him." Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again." Martha said to him, "I know 

that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day." Jesus said to her, "I am the 

resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone 

who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" She said to him, "Yes, Lord, I 

believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world." 
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When she had said this, she went back and called her sister 

Mary, and told her privately, "The Teacher is here and is 

calling for you." And when she heard it, she got up quickly 

and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, 

but was still at the place where Martha had met him. The 

Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw 

Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because 

they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 

When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at 

his feet and said to him, "Lord, if you had been here, my 

brother would not have died." When Jesus saw her weeping, 

and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was 

greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, 

"Where have you laid him?" They said to him, "Lord, come 

and see." Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, "See how he 

loved him!" But some of them said, "Could not he who 

opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from 

dying?" 

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was 

a cave, and a stone was lying against it. Jesus said, "Take 

away the stone." Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to 

him, "Lord, already there is a stench because he has been 

dead four days." Jesus said to her, "Did I not tell you that if 

you believed, you would see the glory of God?" So they took 

away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, "Father, 

I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear 

me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing 

here, so that they may believe that you sent me." When he 

had said this, he cried with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come 

out!" The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with 

strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to 

them, "Unbind him, and let him go." 

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and 

had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 
  

The Gospel of the Lord.    Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

MESSAGE                               Pastor Dave Nissen 
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SONG OF THE DAY                  What Wondrous Love Is This                     ELW #666 

 

 

CREED 

       I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

       I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

       I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
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THANKSGIVING 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:   respond after Lord, God of grace,   
 

 

SHARING THE PEACE 

 The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.  
 

OFFERTORY                                            We Give Thee but Thine Own            ELW 686 

         (The Ushers bring up the offering)  

OFFERING PRAYER 

O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. 

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. 

Draw us into the death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. 

We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Together, let us pray with confidence the words our Savior gave us: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

 us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

 power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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                                                 SENDING 
BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG                                 ABIDE WITH ME                                    ELW 629 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 
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Our Thanks To All Who Serve The Body Of Christ 
SUNDAY                                              9:00 am Worship                                Wednesday 7:00 pm Worship 

Accompanist Mary Mulry   Pastor Dave  

Acolyte Anders Coulson Brecken Peterson   

Readers Terry Newgord        ***    

Sound Techs Russ Sorensen        *** 

Greeters Rose Wall       

Ushers Doug Domeier, Larry Baumgardt Doug Domeier, Larry Baumgardt 

Altar Guild Judy Johnson, Beth Klein 

EASTER PLANTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR ORDER: If you would 

like a plant in memory or in honor of a loved one(s) you may now place 

your order by signing-up in the church office. There is a nice variety of 

plants to choose from to brighten our sanctuary on Easter morning, which 

you are welcomed to take home with you after the 9:00 am Easter service. 

The deadline for your order is TODAY!   

  

  Lenten Services Wednesdays at Noon & Evenings at 7:00 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

  

 

 

The Boards of Trinity cordially invite you to join us for supper each week  

before the evening service at 7:00 and Church School at 6:00. 
 

We are raising funds to support Summer Church Camp   

with the help of Thrivent Action Teams 

  

Meals are served from 5:30 pm – 6:15 pm each Wednesday   

Cost for the meal is a Free Will Offering                              

          

      March 25th: Choice of Four Soups, Bread, Beverage and Dessert      

                                                 Lay Ministry & Fellowship     
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March 22, 2026 
 

Jesus lights our way, calling us to follow him. 
 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS  
These readings are related to the Lectionary readings for this Sunday.  

We invite you to take time each day to read the assigned Bible passages.  

Sunday John 11:1-45 The raising of Lazarus  

Monday 1 Kings 17:17-24 Elijah raised the widow’s son  

Tuesday 2 Kings 4:18-37 Elisha raises a dead child  

Wednesday Acts 20:7-12 Paul raises a young man  

Thursday Matthew 9:18-19, 23-25 Jesus raises a dead girl  

Friday Ephesians 2:1-10 Made alive with Christ  

Saturday Psalm 6 Deliver me, O Lord  

Sunday Matthew 21:1-11 Jesus enters Jerusalem   

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK 
  

“I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me will have 
life even if they die. And everyone who lives and believes in me will 
never die.” John 11:25-26 (NCV) 
 
SAY, PRAY AND BLESS: 
A Prayer for the Week:  

Lord Jesus, fill us with your resurrection life today. Help us to live for you. Amen. (John 11:25; Romans 8:5)  

Mealtime Prayer:  

Lord God, through this food you give us life for today, and through your Son you give us life forever. All praise to you! Amen.  

A Blessing to Give:  

May the Spirit of God live in you. May God fill you with new life, now and forever. Amen. (Romans 8:9-11) 

 

CARING CONVERSATION  
Discuss in your household or small group:  

• Share about a time when you felt sad.  

• Mary and Martha were very sad because their brother, Lazarus, had died. What did Jesus say to comfort them.  

• How do Jesus’ words make you feel? Why?        (Read John 11:23-25.)  

DEVOTIONS  
When Jesus was confronted with Mary and Martha’s grief, he also wept (John 11:35). In your home devotion times this week, make a point of 

praying for people who are experiencing times of sadness (e.g. those who are sick or who have recently lost a friend or loved one). Decorate cards 

to send to these people.  

SERVICE  
Make up a bouquet of flowers for someone who has recently lost a loved one. Deliver it yourself or ask your pastor to deliver it for you. 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS  
Jesus said that he was the “resurrection and the life” and illustrated that by raising Lazarus from the dead. Lazarus came out of his tomb, still 

wrapped in his grave clothes. As this week’s symbol, place a rolled-up strip of white cloth or gauze into your prayer space. 

Say this prayer together: 

Lord Jesus, thank you for coming into our world as the resurrection and the life. Thank you for the wonderful hope 
we have because of you.   Amen. 
 
 © 2013 Vibrant Faith Ministries. All rights reserved. Written by Pr. Greg Priebbenow and edited by Vibrant Faith Ministries. Go to www.vibrantfaithathome.org for 

more faith-forming activities. 

 

Please take your bulletin home for weekly devotions 



 

 

Trinity’s Mission Statement 

We are a community where Jesus is Lord:  

our mission is to invite, welcome, nurture, 

and equip all people to be disciples in His 

name. 

TRINITY’S PRAYER CHAIN   Send an email 

to secretary@trinitysleepyeye.org or call the 

office at 507 794-5051. Leave a message. 

TRINITY’S WEBPAGE   Send an email to the 

church office at secretary@trinitysleepyeye.org 

and let Darlene know you want your newsletter  

via email! 

TRINITY IS NOW ON FACEBOOK  

CHECK IT OUT!! 

“Trinity Lutheran (ELCA) Sleepy Eye MN” 
 

The Trinity Tidings newsletter is now also 

posted on www.sleepyeyeonline.com  

watch this site for community news and events. 
 

 

If you haven’t already, please consider Simply 

Giving, an automated giving program for your 

offering.  You determine the frequency of your 

offering which is deposited into Trinity’s account 

the same day it is withdrawn from your account. 

It’s a “hassle-free” way to give. Talk to Pat or 

Darlene if you are interested.  Thank You.     
 

Last week at Trinity     

Weekly Worship Attendance snow cancellation 

Website     58 

Bible Studies Attendance:                3+7+7=17 

TREK      39  

Weekly Giving: (5730.00 Needed)                 $6353.28 

Yearly Giving                                   $46,193.57  

  

This Week’s Prayer Concerns 

 

Pray for Trinity…that the Holy Spirit would keep our 

Trinity family united as we continue in worship and in 

helping others as we are able … 
 

Pray for the Church…that the Holy Spirit would empower 

us to live in the image of God so that we would speak and 

act in every way bringing glory to God before all the 

nations and peoples with what we have been given… 
 

Pray for our World…that pain of war, which has 

penetrated so many lives that your light Lord would help us 

to see your presence and that the Spirit would lead us to 

seek the truth and practice grace for all who are hurting…    
 

Pray for all who are ill, afflicted, or recovering…that the  

Holy Spirit would give comfort and daily strength to                  

Dave, Susie, Gary, Mark, Sherry, Kali, Isak, Vivian, 

Kim, Pam, Pat, Beth, Harold, Rita, Paul, Ray, Lorinda, 

Chris, Kathy, Emmett, Joan, Lois, Joyce, Emma, Duane, 

Milo, Ed, Carlo, Dorothy, Tina,  Ethan, Robyn, Carmen, 

Linette, Tammy, John, Tony, Ted, Connor, Kimora, and 

Mary Jo. 
 

Pray for the beloved… who now rest from their labors in  

God’s mercy and for all who mourn the personal loss of  

loved ones…that God would fill each one with the hope of 

our Lord’s promise to bring us to a new heaven and earth 

where suffering, crying, pain and death will be no more.…        
 

Pray for all families…that the Holy Spirit would bring 

compassion and mercy to all who are separated from one 

another and each would give way to mercy, love and 

reconciliation… 
 

Pray for the men and women serving in the Armed Forces 

and those far from home…for Brady Augustin and his 

wife …and for all of our military Veterans that the Holy 

Spirit would guard them in safety and keep their hearts 

stayed in Christ…  
 

Pray for the missionaries of our church (ELCA)…that  

they proclaim their witness of the Gospel throughout the 

world. 
 

For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use • All rights reserved 
• www.ccli.com  
• CCLI License 1162037 • For use with Streaming License • All rights reserved 
• CSPL096295 • Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress • License 
1380500101 
• Reprinted from WORDS FOR WORSHIP, copyright 2017   Augsburg Fortress.   
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 
• ©2020, ABC Music Co., All rights reserved. OneLicense.net • License  
 

                                                     Thrivent members are reminded to direct their Choice Dollars                                  

each year any time after April 1st of the year! 
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