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FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY   

HOLY COMMUNION   
                                    

              FEBRUARY 9TH, 2025 AT 9:00 A.M. 
  

THE LORD JESUS CHRIST WELCOMES ALL!  We are gathered in 

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ who beckons us to come to Him 

in faith and repentance.   May the gospel of the Lord inspire and 

fill you with the Spirit! Fellowship & refreshments are available in 

the Library immediately following our Sunday worship.   

  
 

GATHERING 

 

WE PREPARE:  The fifth Sunday after Epiphany continues to highlight unlikely instruments and 

circumstances appointed to reveal God’s glory. “Who will go for us?” God asks. A person of 

unclean lips, a former persecutor of the church of God, and three fishermen who couldn’t catch 

a thing. More surprising still, perhaps, is that we are also called. 

RINGING OF THE BELL  

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

                                  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us by name. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

Most merciful God, 

 we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved children. We have 

 turned our faces away from your glory when it did not appear as we expected. We 

 have rejected your word when it made us confront ourselves. We have failed to 

 show  hospitality to those you called us to welcome. Accept our repentance for the 

 things we have done and the things we have left undone. For the sake of Jesus 

 Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe in the glory of 

 your Son born among us, and reflect your love for all creation. Amen. 
 

Rejoice in this good news: In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. You are descendants of 

the Most High, adopted into the household of Christ, and inheritors of eternal life. 

Live as freed and forgiven children of God. Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG                   Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty                       ELW # 413 

 
GREETING  

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

 Spirit be with you all.    And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 Most holy God, the earth is filled with your glory, and before you angels and saints stand 

 in awe. Enlarge our vision to see your power at work in the world, and by your grace 

 make us heralds of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING                                                   Isaiah 6:1-13  
 

 The first reading is in Isaiah chapter 6, verses 1 – 13.   Through a vision in the temple, 

the eighth-century prophet Isaiah is called by God to announce judgment against Israel. Like 

other prophets, Isaiah is initially hesitant because of his awareness of his sin and his 

shortcomings, but when the Lord calls, Isaiah responds, "Here am I; send me!" 
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In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the LORD sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the 

hem of his robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: 

with two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. 

And one called to another and said: "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is 

full of his glory." 

The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled with 

smoke. And I said: "Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 

people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!" 

Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with 

a pair of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: "Now that this has touched your 

lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out." Then I heard the voice of the LORD 

saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?" And I said, "Here am I; send me!" And he 

said, "Go and say to this people: 'Keep listening, but do not comprehend; keep looking, but do 

not understand.' Make the mind of this people dull, and stop their ears, and shut their eyes,  

so that they may not look with their eyes, and listen with their ears, and comprehend with their 

minds, and turn and be healed." 

Then I said, "How long, O LORD?" And he said: "Until cities lie waste without inhabitant, and 

houses without people,  and the land is utterly desolate; until the LORD sends everyone far 

away, and vast is the emptiness in the midst of the land. 

Even if a tenth part remain in it, it will be burned again, 

like a terebinth or an oak whose stump remains standing when it is felled."  

The holy seed is its stump. 

The Word of the Lord      Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING                                                                             1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

 The second reading is in1 Corinthians chapter 15, verses 1 - 11. Paul delivers in a 

nutshell the story of the gospel that was given to him. In the lineage of the Christian faith, we 

have received the good news of God's love from generations of believers before us, and we 

continue to tell this story to the world.   
 

Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, which 

you in turn received, in which also you stand, through which also you are being saved, if you 

hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you — unless you have come to believe in vain. 

For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for 

our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was raised on 

the third day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the 

twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of 

whom are still alive, though some have died. Then he appeared to James, then to all the 

apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. For I am the least of the 

apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace 

of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I 

worked harder than any of them — though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 

Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe.  
 

The Word of the Lord      Thanks be to God.  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

     

GOSPEL READING                                                                            Luke 5:1-11                                                                                                                                                                                
    The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 5th chapter.  

  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of 

Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in on him to 

hear the word of God, he saw two boats there at the 

shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them 

and were washing their nets. He got into one of the 

boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to 

put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat down 

and taught the crowds from the boat. When he had 

finished speaking, he said to Simon,"Put out into the 

deep water and let down your nets for a catch." Simon 

answered, "Master, we have worked all night long but 

have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down 

the nets." When they had done this, they caught so 

many fish that their nets were beginning to break. So 

they signaled their partners in the other boat to come 

and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so 

that they began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, 

he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, "Go away from 

me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!" For he and all who 

were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that 

they had taken; and so also were James and John, sons 

of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus 

said to Simon, "Do not be afraid; from now on you will 

be catching people." When they had brought their 

boats to shore, they left everything and followed him. 
 

 The Gospel of the Lord.     

  Praise to you, O Christ.   

                                                                                                     

SERMON                                                            Pastor Dave Nissen 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                        Will You Come and Follow Me                            ELW # 798 

 
CREED 

       I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

       I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

       I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
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THANKSGIVING 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:   respond after Lord, God of grace,   
 

 

 

 

SHARING THE PEACE 

 The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.  
 

OFFERTORY                                            Christ Be Our Light              ELW 715 

 

 

 

 
 

   

                      

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

             

 

 

         (The Ushers bring up the offering)     
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SENDING  
BLESSING 

 God the Creator who delights in you, Jesus the Savior who is born for you, and the  life 

 giving Spirit who shines on you, ☩ bless you and keep you in hope and peace. Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG                         You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore                      ELW #817 

 
 

DISMISSAL       Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.  Thanks be to God.  
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                   OUR THANKS TO ALL WHO SERVE THE BODY OF CHRIST 
 

SUNDAY                                 9:00 am Sunday Worship                                     

Accompanist Cindy Anderson   

Acolytes Levi Johnson   

Readers Levi Johnson   

Sound Techs Russ Sorensen   

Greeters Brian & Carol Polesky   

Ushers Dale & Diane Eckstein   

Altar Guild Judy Johnson, Sara Sellner 

 

The Board of Lay Ministry is putting together a new pictorial 

directory. We are doing the pictures ourselves. The pictures will be 

taken on Sundays February 16, 23, March 2, 9 and 15 and 

Wednesdays March 5 and 12. If you have a family photo you would 

like to use that is fine also. The deadline is March 15. You may 

submit photos to wahlborg@sleepyeyetel.net 
 

CAN YOU HELP? We are asking for drivers to deliver Meals on 

Wheels. 1-2 people are needed per week from March 3 through 

March 31. This is a half of an hour to 1 hour daily commitment to 

help feed people in our community.  Contact Lee Johnson to sign up 

or if you have any questions. Call 507-276-3515. Thanks! 

Trinity has committed to aiding our community with this program 

for many years.   Let’s not stop now! 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  Altar Guild is seeking additional members.  Duties 

include light cleaning, setting up & cleaning up following communion services, 

handling floral arrangements, refilling candles, changing colors and other similar 

weekly tasks. For more information, please contact Joleen Dittbenner or leave your 

name and number in church office.  Thank you. 

 

The lakeside service is being planned for July 27. Camping at the lake is 

available, but sites fill up fast. If you are interested, you can make your 

reservations now for that weekend with the City of Sleepy Eye.  

 

The Living Lutheran Magazine is again being published quarterly. Please sign up in the 

office if you would like your family to receive a quarterly copy. It will be sent free of charge 

to members who wish to subscribe through the Church.  Thank you.  
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February 9th, 2025 
 
 

 DAILY BIBLE READINGS  
These readings are related to the Lectionary readings for this Sunday.  
Sunday  Luke 5:1-11  Jesus calls the first disciples  
Monday  Numbers 27:12-23  God’s choice of Joshua  
Tuesday  1 Samuel 9:15-10:1  The call of Saul  
Wednesday  Luke 5:27-32  The call of Levi 
Thursday  Matthew 19:16-30  A rich young man is called  
Friday  Philippians 3:7-16  Running towards the goal  
Saturday  Psalm 115  God blesses his people  
Sunday  Luke 9:28-43  Jesus is transfigured  

 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK  
 

Then I heard the voice of the Lord. He said, “Who will I send? Who will 
go for us?” I said, “Here I am. Send me!”  Isaiah 6:8 

  
SAY, PRAY AND BLESS:  
A Prayer for the Week:   Lord Jesus, take away my fears. Make me a fisher of people. Amen. 
For Throughout the Day:  Here am I, Lord. Send me to do your work. Amen 
A Blessing to Give:  May the Lord carry out his good plans for you. May he take care of you when trouble comes and watch over you in love.   
 

CARING CONVERSATIONS  
Discuss in your home or small group:  
  What makes you scared or afraid?  

 Read Luke 5:1-11. Why was Simon Peter afraid? What was Jesus’ response?  

 Jesus calls his followers to be “fishers of people”. What does this mean to you? 
  

DEVOTIONS  
Jesus calls his followers to be “fishers of people” – to cast his Word into the world so that others are drawn to him. In your home 
devotion times this week, pray by name for up to three people in your circle of friends or relatives who do not know and follow 
Christ. Pray that God will be able to use you and others as an influence in their lives, and that they are brought to faith in him. 

SERVICE  
Consider performing on of these “random acts of kindness” for others during this next week or even better, think up one yourself! 
 Offer your mail carrier a refreshing drink, a kind word or a thank you note. 
 Pick up any litter you see as you go through the day. 
 Leave a bouquet of flowers on someone’s front door step. 
 Buy a balloon bouquet and ask the nurses at a children’s hospital to deliver it to a child. 
 Clean up the yard or garden of someone who is elderly, sick or busy with small children. 
 Send a thinking-or-you card to someone you know who is struggling. 
 Call a friend or relative and tell them why you love them.  

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS  
God places his call upon the lives of all Christians, whether they are fisherfolk, preschool children, tradespeople or businesspeople. 
Take some time to bless and send on another as disciples of Jesus into various settings in which you live and/or work. Use the 
following words of blessing and sending based on Isaiah 6 
 God is seeking to send someone into_____________ (name of workplace, school, college, community group) as his 
 representative. Who will go for him?  Response?  Here am I – Send me! 
 Bless someone by saying: May God make you courageous, strong and wise in sharing him with others. May he less as you 
 serve others, giving you all you need to do his will. Amen 
  

In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org 
 

Please take your bulletin home for weekly devotion 

http://www.milestonesministry.org/


 

 

Trinity’s Mission Statement 

We are a community where Jesus is Lord:  

our mission is to invite, welcome, nurture, 

and equip all people to be disciples in His 

name. 
TRINITY’S PRAYER CHAIN   Send an email 

to secretary@trinitysleepyeye.org or call the 

office at 507 794-5051. Leave a message. 

TRINITY’S WEBPAGE   Send an email to the 

church office at secretary@trinitysleepyeye.org 

and let Darlene know you want your newsletter  

via email! 

TRINITY IS NOW ON FACEBOOK  

CHECK IT OUT!! 

“Trinity Lutheran (ELCA) Sleepy Eye MN” 
 

The Trinity Tidings newsletter is now also 

posted on www.sleepyeyeonline.com  

watch this site for community news and events. 
 

 

If you haven’t already, please consider Simply 

Giving, an automated giving program for your 

offering.  You determine the frequency of your 

offering which is deposited into Trinity’s account 

the same day it is withdrawn from your account. 

It’s a “hassle-free” way to give. Talk to Pat or 

Darlene if you are interested.  Thank You.     
 

Last week at Trinity     

Weekly Worship Attendance:                      117 

Website      45 

Church School/Confirmation    51 

Bible Studies Attendance:                 8+7+3=18   

Weekly Giving: (5730.00 Needed)                    $3,613.63  

January Giving:($28,650.00 .Needed)          $3,613.63 

Yearly Contributions to Date           $22,078.62 

This Week’s Prayer Concerns 

 

Pray for Trinity…that the Holy Spirit would keep our 

Trinity family united as we continue in worship and in 

helping others as we are able … 
 

Pray for the Church…that the Holy Spirit would empower 

us to live in the image of God so that we would speak and 

act in every way bringing glory to God before all the 

nations and peoples with what we have been given… 
 

Pray for our World…that pain of this Covid-19 pandemic, 

which has penetrated so many lives that your light Lord 

would help us to see your presence and that the Spirit 

would lead us to seek the truth and practice grace for all 

who are hurting…    
 

Pray for all who are ill, afflicted, or recovering…that the  

Holy Spirit would give comfort and daily strength to             

Jane, Nicole,  Krista, Trisha, Mark, Diane, Sherry, Kali, 

Isaac, Pam, Pat, Trish, Beth, Harold, Isaac, Sarah, 

Chris, Kathy, Emmett, Joan, Lois, Joyce, Emma, Darell, 

Milo, Ed, Carlo, Dorothy, Tina,  Ethan, Robyn, Carmen, 

Linette, Tammy, John, Tony, Ted, Connor, Kimora, and 

Mary Jo. 
 

Pray for the beloved… who now rest from their labors in  

God’s mercy and for all who mourn the personal loss of  

loved ones…especially the families of Carol Carlson and 

Larry Krenz…. that God would fill each one with the 

hope of our Lord’s promise to bring us to a new heaven 

and earth where suffering, crying, pain and death will be no 

more.…        
 

Pray for all families…that the Holy Spirit would bring 

compassion and mercy to all who are separated from one 

another and each would give way to mercy, love and 

reconciliation… 
 

Pray for the men and women serving in the Armed Forces 

and those far from home…for Brady Augustin and his 

wife …and for all of our military Veterans that the Holy 

Spirit would guard them in safety and keep their hearts 

stayed in Christ…  
 

Pray for the missionaries of our church (ELCA)…that  

they proclaim their witness of the Gospel throughout the 

world. 
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Thrivent members are reminded to direct their Choice Dollars                                  

each year any time after April 1st of the year! 
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