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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  
HOLY COMMUNION – ELW SETTING 8 

9:00 A.M. ~ Sunday, May 18th    
WELCOME ALL!  On this is Sunday after Easter, the joy remains and the 

celebration continues. Alleluia! The Lord is risen! HE IS RISEN INDEED! 

ALLELUIA!  All guests and visitors are warmly welcomed to join in this 

celebration of God’s gifts of Word and Sacraments. Your presence is a blessing 

to this worship experience. May God’s rich blessing be upon us all! Remind us 

again, O Lord, of your promise to be present wherever and whenever people 

are gathered in your name. 
WE ALSO PROCLAIM “a person who has faith in these words, ‘given for you’ and ‘shed for you for 

the forgiveness of sin,’ is really worthy and well prepared” to receive the Sacrament of the Table. 

Children not instructed in Holy Communion are invited to come forward and receive a blessing. 
 

WORSHIP AIDS 

PREFERENCE to receiving grape juice instead of wine is indicated by raising your index finger to the server.  

ACTIVITY BAGS for young children are on a stand at the rear of church; please return after services. Thanks. 

LARGE PRINT BULLETIN AVAILABLE.  Please ask the usher for a copy. 

 

GATHERING 
 

WE PREPARE… Easter initiates a new day. It anticipates a new heaven and a new earth. The 

risen Christ is making all things new. In the mystery of holy baptism God has made new people 

of us. Today Jesus invites us to see everyone in a new light—through the lens of love. 

          

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our joy. 

Amen. Look, here is water! Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

 Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done for us. 

 We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over the deep 

 and water became the essence of life. Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. 

 The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. Miriam led the dancing 

 as your people passed through the sea into freedom’s land. In a desert pool the Ethiopian 

 official entered your boundless baptismal life. 
 

 Look, here is water! Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

 At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

 By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates of your 

 reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people. We rejoice with glad hearts, 

 giving all honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ, our source of living water, 

 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Look, here is water! Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
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GATHERING SONG                       Alleluia! Jesus has Risen!                                     ELW #377                                                                                                                                      

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. And also with you.   
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PSALM 149 

 Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise God in the heights. 

 Praise the LORD, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 
Praise the LORD, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars. 

 Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the heavens. 
Let them praise the name of the LORD, who commanded, and they were created, 

 who made them stand fast forever and ever, giving them a law that shall not pass away.   
Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps; 

 fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 
mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars; 

  wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds; 
sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the world; 

  young men and maidens, old and young together.   
Let them praise the name of the LORD, whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is 

 over earth and heaven. 

  The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants, 

  the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. Hallelujah!   
 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 Let us pray … O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. 

Pour into our hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit, we may 

know goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

                                                                          

WORD 
 

FIRST READING                                                 Acts 11:1-18 

     The first reading is in Acts chapter 11, verses 1-18.  In defense of his earlier baptism of 

 pagan believers, Peter demonstrates to the members of the Jerusalem church that God's 

 intention to love Gentiles as well as Jews is revealed in Jesus' own testimony. In this way 

 the mission to the Gentiles is officially authorized. 
 

Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also 

accepted the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers 

criticized him, saying, "Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?" Then Peter 

began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a 

trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being 

lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me. As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed 

animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. I also heard a voice saying to me, 'Get up, 

Peter; kill and eat.' But I replied, 'By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever 

entered my mouth.' But a second time the voice answered from heaven, 'What God has made 

clean, you must not call profane.' This happened three times; then everything was pulled up 

again to heaven. At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the 

house where we were. The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between 

them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man's house. He told 
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us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, 'Send to Joppa and bring 

Simon, who is called Peter; he will give you a message by which you and your entire household 

will be saved.' And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at 

the beginning. And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, 'John baptized with 

water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.' If then God gave them the same gift that he 

gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?" When 

they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, "Then God has given even to 

the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life." 
 

           The Word of the Lord      Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING                                       Revelation 21:1-6 

   The second reading is in Revelation chapter 21, verses 1-6.  John's vision shows us that 

 in the resurrection the new age has dawned; God dwells with us already. Yet we wait for 

 the time when the tears that cloud our vision will be wiped away. Then we will see the 

 new heaven, new earth, and new Jerusalem. 
 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 

away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out 

of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice 

from the throne saying, "See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; 

they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their 

eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things 

have passed away." 

And the one who was seated on the throne said, "See, I am making all things new." Also he 

said, "Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true." Then he said to me, "It is done! I 

am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a 

gift from the spring of the water of life. 
                                            

The Word of the Lord      Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL VERSE  
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GOSPEL                                                                     John 13:31-35   

The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 13th chapter.   Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

When he had gone out, Jesus said, "Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been 

glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will 

glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and 

as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, 'Where I am going, you cannot come.' I give you a 

new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love 

one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 

another. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.     

 Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

SERMON                                         Pastor Dave Nissen   
 

HYMN OF THE DAY                 Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love                         ELW #708 

   
CREED                                                                                                                                                   

       I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

       I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

       I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
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THANKSGIVING 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:   respond after Lord, God of grace,   
 

 

SHARING THE PEACE 

 The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.  
 

OFFERING        We Give Thee But Thine Own    ELW# 686 

 
                      

                (THE USHERS BRING UP THE OFFERING) 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along with these gifts we bring. 

Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us with this meal, that we may live 

as your risen body in the world. Amen. 

MEAL 
 

 

COMMUNION WELCOME 
 All are welcome to the Lord’s Table at Trinity. You are well prepared and worthy if by 

 faith you believe these words, “given for you” and “shed for you…for the forgiveness of 

 sin”. Welcome to the Lord’s Table. Come taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 

THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.                 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.                 We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

 thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our 

 Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave Himself to take away our sin, who  

in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with 

 Mary  Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with the earth and 

 sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we 

 praise your  name and join their unending hymn:   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORDS OF JESUS 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

DISTRIBUTION                    (Please sign the Welcome Pads and pass to your neighbor.) 

 

 

 

PRAYER  

 Let us pray.  Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. 

 As grains of wheat are gathered into one bread, now make us one loaf to feed the world; 

 in the name of Jesus, the Bread of life. Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THANKS    

Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us now to tell of your 

wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life to a wounded and weary world. 

Amen. 

SENDING  
  

BLESSING 

 The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, 

 light your way with resurrection dawn, now and always. Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG                          Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing                     ELW #389         

DISMISSAL                                                                                                                                                                                

 Alleluia! Go in peace. Christ is always with you. Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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      Our thanks to all who serve the Body of Christ 

SUNDAY                                                       9:00 Worship                                                

Accompanist Lorie Grunzke   

Acolyte  Natalie Fulmer   

Readers Doug Domeier   

Communion Assistants Mark Miller, Brian Polesky   

Sound Tech Russ Sorensen   

Greeters Jeff & Lynette Carlson   

Ushers Dennis Mangen, Mike Petersen   

Altar Guild Mary Renberg, Nicole Jensen 
    

We extend our Deepest Sympathy to the family and friends of                 

Carol Carlson, who passed away January 2nd and was laid to rest with services 

here at Trinity on Saturday… 
 

And to the family and friends in the loss of Loretta Tostenrud, who passed 

away May 8th and was laid to rest with services here at Trinity on Friday…. 
 

that God would fill each one with the hope of our Lord’s promise to bring us to 

a new heaven and earth where suffering, crying, pain and death will be no 

more.… 

 

MEALS THAT MATTER      

With the delicious meals available in the freezer located in room 109 just off the 

dining room we now need your help. The meals are to be given to people who 

are experiencing some sort of life changing event, be it a new baby, illness, a 

death in the family, or anyone you think would benefit from a tasty, readymade 

dinner. Remember, you are the hands of Jesus in our world.  

                                       Thank you for being the hands of Jesus! 

      Remember…Our Food Shelf Box is in the back of the Sanctuary. 

                                           The Good Work of this Church continues! 

 

The 2025 St John’s Lutheran Home Auxiliary membership drive is underway!  A 

box with our envelopes is in the Narthex.  Please consider a $5 donation to the 

Auxiliary.  Place envelope in the offering plate.  We help with bingo, birthday 

parties and fund raisers which support the residents and staff.  We are proud of 

the facility and Trinity is church member of St John’s Home. Thank you for 

caring and for your support!  

 
Please keep Mary Mulry in your prayers as she recovers from hip surgery in 
Wisconsin. If you would like to send a card, the address is: 
 

 Mary Mulry 
 Wood Aven   
 Room 407 
 1821 N. Fourth Ave. 
 Wausau, WI  54401 
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May 18th, 2025 
 

 Nothing is as wonderful as knowing Christ. 
 

 DAILY BIBLE READINGS  
These readings are related to the Lectionary readings for this Sunday.  

We invite you to take time each day to read the assigned Bible passages.  

Sunday  John 13:31-35   Love one another  

Monday  Mark 12:28-34   The greatest commandment  

Tuesday  John 15:9-17   Remaining in Christ’s love  

Wednesday  1 John 4:7-21   God’s love and ours  

Thursday  Matthew 5:43-48  Love your enemies  

Friday   Acts 2:42-47, 4:32-35  The early Christians  

Saturday  Leviticus 19:11-18  Love your neighbor  
Sunday  John 14:23-29   The sending of the Counselor 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK  
“So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I 
have loved you, you should love each other. Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples.” 
John 13:34-35 (NLT) 

 
SAY, PRAY AND BLESS: 

A Prayer for the Week:  

O God, please help us to see others through your eyes, and to share your Good News with them. Amen. (Acts 11:12-14)  

Mealtime Prayer:  

For the beauty of the earth, for the glory of the skies;  

For the love which from our birth over and around us lies;  

God of all, to you we raise, a prayer of grateful praise. Amen.  

A Blessing to Give:  
May God dwell with you and be your God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
CARING CONVERSATION  
Discuss in your household or small group:  

• What is the most wonderful place you have ever visited? Why?  

• God gave the apostle John a vision of a new heaven and a new earth  

(Revelation 21:1). What do you imagine they will be like?  

• Read Revelation 21:2-4. How do you feel about this promise?  

DEVOTIONS  
Read the wonderful description of love found in 1 Corinthians 13:4-8. As a family, work together on a definition of love 

that applies to your household. For example:  

Love is being patient when someone else is using the bathroom.  

Love is being kind when someone else is hurt or feeling sad.  

Pray together for God’s help to show genuine love to one another.  

SERVICE  
Jesus tells us that we show ourselves to be his disciples by the way we love our fellow Christians. Decide on one act of 

love you can show a fellow member of your church, such as an invitation to your home, a note of encouragement or an 

act of service. Work together to carry it out.  

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS  
Talk together about what makes one another feel loved, such as a hug, an act of service, a kind word or note, a gift. Write 

up a list of these and post them in a prominent place. Focus this week on performing acts of love towards one another. As 

the week progresses, monitor your progress.  

VIBRANT FAITH @ HOME  
In his book, The Five Love Languages of Children, Gary Chapman explains that children are designed by God give and 
receive love in different ways. Chapman suggests that there are five particular love languages that parents need to be 
aware of: words of affirmation, quality time, gifts, acts of service, physical touch. 
 

© 2012 Vibrant Faith Ministries. All rights reserved. Written by Pr. Greg Priebbenow and edited by Vibrant Faith Ministries. 
Go to www.vibrantfaithathome.org for more faith-forming activities 
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Trinity’s Mission Statement 

We are a community where Jesus is Lord:  our 

mission is to invite, welcome, nurture, and 

equip all people to be disciples in His name. 
 

TRINITY’S PRAYER CHAIN   Send an email 

to secretary@trinitysleepyeye.org or call the 

office at 507 794-5051. Leave a message. 

TRINITY’S WEBPAGE   Send an email to the 

church office at secretary@trinitysleepyeye.org 

and let Darlene know you want your newsletter  

via email! 

TRINITY IS NOW ON FACEBOOK  

“Trinity Lutheran (ELCA) Sleepy Eye MN” 
 

The Trinity Tidings newsletter is now also 

posted on www.sleepyeyeonline.com  

watch this site for community news and events. 

If you haven’t already, please consider Simply 

Giving, an automated giving program for your 

offering.  You determine the frequency of your 

offering which is deposited into Trinity’s account 

the same day it is withdrawn from your account. 

It’s a “hassle-free” way to give. Talk to Pat or  

Darlene if you are interested.  Thank You.  

  

Last week at Trinity     

Weekly Worship Attendance:                      118 

Website      53 

Bible Studies Attendance:                     7+6=13 

Weekly Giving: (5730.00 Needed)                    $4209.28  

April Giving:($23,640.00 .Needed)               $7047.03 

Yearly Contributions to Date           $94,299.10 

 

 

This Week’s Prayer Concerns 

 

Pray for Trinity…that the Holy Spirit would keep our 

Trinity family united as we continue in worship and in   

helping others as we are able … 
 

Pray for the Church…that the Holy Spirit would empower 

us to live in the image of God so that we would speak and 

act in every way bringing glory to God before all the 

nations and peoples with what we have been given… 
 

Pray for our World…that pain of this Covid-19 pandemic, 

which has penetrated so many lives that your light Lord 

would help us to see your presence and that the Spirit 

would lead us to seek the truth and practice grace for all 

who are hurting…    
 

Pray for all who are ill, afflicted, or recovering…that the  

Holy Spirit would give comfort and daily strength to              

Mary, Jane, Krista, Trisha, Mark, Sherry, Kali, Isak, 

Vivian, Kim, Pam, Pat, Trish, Beth, Harold, Rita, Nip, 

Sarah, Chris, Kathy, Emmett, Joan, Lois, Joyce, Emma, 

Darrell, Milo, Ed, Carlo, Dorothy, Tina,  Ethan, Robyn, 

Carmen, Linette, Tammy, John, Tony, Ted, Connor, 

Kimora, and Mary Jo. 
 

Pray for the beloved… who now rest from their labors in  

God’s mercy and for all who mourn the personal loss of  

loved ones… that God would fill each one with the hope of 

our Lord’s promise to bring us to a new heaven and earth 

where suffering, crying, pain and death will be no more.…        
 

Pray for all families…that the Holy Spirit would bring 

compassion and mercy to all who are separated from one 

another and each would give way to mercy, love and 

reconciliation… 
 

Pray for the men and women serving in the Armed Forces 

and those far from home…for Brady Augustin and his 

wife …and for all of our military Veterans that the Holy 

Spirit would guard them in safety and keep their hearts 

stayed in Christ…  
 

Pray for the missionaries of our church (ELCA)…that  

they proclaim their witness of the Gospel throughout the 

world. 
 

For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use • All rights reserved 
• www.ccli.com  
• CCLI License 1162037 • For use with Streaming License • All rights reserved 
• CSPL096295 • Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress • License 
1380500101 
• Reprinted from WORDS FOR WORSHIP, copyright 2017   Augsburg Fortress.   
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 
• ©2020, ABC Music Co., All rights reserved. OneLicense.net • License 
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