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SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 

SETTING FOUR 
9:00 A.M. ~ Sunday, March 16 th, 2025   

 

THE LORD JESUS CHRIST WELCOMES ALL who enter this house of 

worship! Today, we all gather ‘round the risen Christ to receive his 

promises of forgiveness & life given in through the bread and cup. 

Children, not yet communing, are always invited to come and receive a 

personal blessing. During the time of offering, please sign the Friendship 

Pad as it is passed to you. If you are visiting today, we pray our service of 

worship together will be a special blessing to you as you are to us. 
 

                                                                                  WORSHIP AIDS 
LARGE PRINT BULLETINS are available from the ushers. 

A NURSERY is located upstairs by the balcony. Though the nursery is not staffed it is available for your use. 

ACTIVITY BAGS for young children are on a stand at the rear of church; please return it after services—thank you.  

IF YOUR OFFERING is given by bank-pay, please use the cards in the pews as a sign of your offering in the plate.                               

PREFERENCE to receiving grape juice and/or gluten free bread is indicated by raising your index finger to the server.  
 

 GATHERING                              
 

WE PREPARE…Though we sometimes doubt and often resist God’s desire to protect and save 

us, our God persists. In holy baptism, God’s people have been called and gathered into a God-

initiated relationship that will endure. Lent provides the church with a time and a tradition in 

which to seek the face of the Lord again. Lent provides another occasion to behold the God of 

our salvation in the face of the Blessed One who “comes in the name of the Lord.”  
 

RINGING OF THE BELL / PARISH NOTICES                                                                                            

                                                     

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity, the one who fashions us, the one who heals us, 

 the one who reforms us again and again. Amen. 
 

 Let us confess our sin, calling for God's transforming power. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Source of all life, 

 we confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. We fear that we are 

 not good enough. We hear your word of love freely given to us, yet we expect others 

 to earn it. We turn the church inward, rather than moving it outward. Forgive us. 

 Stir us. Reform us to be a church powered by love, willing to speak for what is 

 right, act for what is just, and seek the healing of your whole creation. Amen. 
 

God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us and to empower our lives in the 

world. Our sins are forgiven, ☩ God’s love is unconditional, and we are raised up as 

God’s people who will always be made new, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG                              Christ, Be Our Light                                      ELW # 715                    

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy       

Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                                                                                                             
 God of the covenant, in the mystery of the cross you promise everlasting life to the 

 world. Gather all peoples into your arms, and shelter us with your mercy, that we may 

 rejoice in the life we share in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

 reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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WORD           
 

FIRST READING                                                                                           Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 
 

 The first reading is in Genesis chapter 15, verses 1–12, 17–18.  God promises a childless 

 and doubting Abram that he will have a son, that his descendants will be as numerous as 

 the stars, and that the land of Canaan will be their inheritance. Abram's trust in God is 

 sealed with a covenant-making ceremony, a sign of God's promise.    
 

After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, "Do not be afraid, Abram, 

I am your shield; your reward shall be very great." But Abram said, "O Lord GOD, what will 

you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?" And 

Abram said, "You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my 

heir." But the word of the LORD came to him, "This man shall not be your heir; no one but 

your very own issue shall be your heir." He brought him outside and said, "Look toward 

heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them." Then he said to him, "So shall your 

descendants be." And he believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as 

righteousness. 

Then he said to him, "I am the LORD who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you 

this land to possess." But he said, "O Lord GOD, how am I to know that I shall possess it?" He 

said to him, "Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years 

old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon." He brought him all these and cut them in two, laying 

each half over against the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. And when birds of prey 

came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. 

As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and terrifying darkness 

descended upon him. When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a 

flaming torch passed between these pieces. On that day the LORD made a covenant with 

Abram, saying, "To your descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, 

the river Euphrates. 
 

The Word of the Lord      Thanks be to God 
 

SECOND READING                                                                     Philippians 3:17 - 4:1 
  

 The second reading is in Philippians chapter 3, verse 17 through chapter 4, verse 1.  

 Although Paul's devotion to Christ has caused him to be persecuted, he does not regret 

 the course he has taken. Writing from prison, he expresses confidence in a glorious 

 future and encourages other Christians to follow in his footsteps.   
 

Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the example 

you have in us. For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often told you of them, 

and now I tell you even with tears. Their end is destruction; their god is the belly; and their 

glory is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. But our citizenship is in heaven, 

and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. He will transform the 

body of our humiliation that it may be conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that 

also enables him to make all things subject to himself. 
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Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in 

the Lord in this way, my beloved. 
 

 The Word of the Lord      Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     

 
 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL READING                                                                                             Luke 13:31-35 
 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 13th chapter.   

Glory to you, O Lord.   
 

At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, "Get away 

from here, for Herod wants to kill you." He said to them, "Go and tell 

that fox for me, 'Listen, I am casting out demons and performing 

cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. Yet 

today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because it is 

impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.' 

Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those 

who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children 

together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were 

not willing! See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not 

see me until the time comes when you say, 'Blessed is the one who 

comes in the name of the Lord.'" 
 

 The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.    
 

 

MESSAGE                                                       Pastor Dave Nissen 
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SONG OF THE DAY                                      Gather Us In                                     ELW 532 

 
CREED                                                                                                                                                   

       I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

       I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

       I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
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THANKSGIVING 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:   respond after Lord, God of grace,   
 

 

SHARING THE PEACE 

 The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.  

OFFERTORY                                            Christ Be Our Light              ELW 715 

 

 

 

 
 

   

                      

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         (The Ushers bring up the offering)                                 

MEAL 
 

COMMUNION WELCOME 
 All are welcome to the Lord’s Table at Trinity. You are well prepared and worthy if by 

 faith you believe these words, “given for you” and “shed for you…for the forgiveness of 

 sin”. Welcome to the Lord’s Table. Come taste and see that the Lord is good. 
 

THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.                 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.                 We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

 thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

 You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will 

 also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.  

 And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

 we praise your name and join their unending hymn:    

WORDS OF JESUS 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

DISTRIBUTION                    (Please sign the Welcome Pads and pass to your neighbor.) 

 

 

 

PRAYER  

 Let us pray.  Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. 

 As grains of wheat are gathered into one bread, now make us one loaf to feed the world; 

 in the name of Jesus, the Bread of life. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THANKS    

Be known to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you were made known to the disciples. 

Receive these gifts, and the offering of our lives, that we may be your risen body in the world. 

Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection that we may show your glory to all the world; 

through the same Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen. 
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SENDING  
SENDING SONG                       God Be with You ‘Till We Meet Again                        ELW 536 

 
DISMISSAL                

Go in peace. Christ is with you.     Thanks be to God.  
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   Our Thanks To All Who Serve The Body Of Christ 
SUNDAY                                              9:00 am Worship                                Wednesday 7:00 pm Worship 

Accompanist Cindy Anderson   Pastor Dave  

Acolyte Braylon Nelson Riley Voigt   

Readers Susie Pedersen Levi Johnson   

Communion Assistants Mark Miller, Brian Polesky        *** 

Sound Techs Russ Sorensen        *** 

Greeters Ross Wall & Connie Johnson     

Ushers Doug Domeier, Mark Miller Jon Hansen, Callie Evers 

Altar Guild Judy Johnson, Joleen Dittbenner 
 

 Thank You from Gideons 
            Thank you, Pastor Nissen, members of Trinity Lutheran for the opportunity to give a 

report last Sunday.  Monetary gifts from members after that service totaled $1122.  These 

contributions triggered a match from local Gideons for another $1000.   At $1.40 per bible, 

these extra funds are enough to print over 1500 more bibles.   Thank you, thank you for being a 

Mission-minded church.  If you missed the service and wish to participate, there is still 

time.  Make a check payable to Sleepy Eye Gideons or give cash to Russ Sorenson.   
  

In His Service, Russ Sorensen        David Milbrath, CFP 

        Prairie Plans Asset Management 

        101 N. Marshall Ave. 

        Springfield, MN 56087 

        507-723-4811 or 800-772-8809 

EASTER PLANTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR ORDER: If you 

would like a plant in memory or in honor of a loved one(s) you may 

now place your order by signing-up in the church office. There is a 

nice variety of plants to choose from to brighten our sanctuary on 

Easter morning, which you are welcomed to take home with you after 

the 9:00 am Easter service. The deadline for your order is April 1st.  

The Board of Lay Ministry is putting together a new pictorial 

directory. We are doing the pictures ourselves. The pictures will be 

taken Today. If you have a family photo you would like to use that is 

fine also. The deadline is March 16. You may submit photos to 

wahlborg@sleepyeyetel.net 
 

The lakeside service is being planned for July 27. Camping at the lake is 

available, but sites fill up fast. If you are interested, you can make your 

reservations now for that weekend with the City of Sleepy Eye.  
 

The Living Lutheran Magazine is again being published quarterly. Please sign up in the 

office if you would like your family to receive a quarterly copy. It will be sent free of charge 

to members who wish to subscribe through the Church.  Thank you.  
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Join us at the Waffle Feed for Breaking Bread Together! 
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The Boards of Trinity cordially invite you to join us for supper each week  

before the evening service at 7:00 and Church School at 6:00. 
 

We are raising funds to support Summer Church Camp   

with the help of Thrivent Action Teams 

  

Meals are served from 5:30 pm – 6:15 pm each Wednesday   

Cost for the meal is a Free Will Offering                            

                                               
  March 19th: Choice of Four Soups, Bread, Beverage and Dessert      
           Social Ministries      

  March 26th: Choice of Four Soups, Bread, Beverage and Dessert      
                                   Property       

   April 2nd: Choice of Four Soups, Bread, Beverage and Dessert       
                                         Evangelism and Stewardship                                              

  April 9th: Choice of Four Soups, Bread, Beverage and Dessert        
                                   Lay Ministry & Fellowship     
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March 16th, 2025 

 

God protect us in troubled times. 
 

 DAILY BIBLE READINGS  
These readings are related to the Lectionary readings for this Sunday.  

We invite you to take time each day to read the assigned Bible passages.  

Sunday  Luke 13:31-35    Jesus’ sorrow over Jerusalem  

Monday  Zechariah 8:1-8,14-23   The Lord is jealous for Zion  

Tuesday  Hosea 11:1-11    God’s love for Israel  

Wednesday  Jeremiah 31:1-14   The Lord will rebuild Israel  

Thursday  Romans 11:25-32   All Israel will be saved  

Friday   Revelation 21:1-14, 22-27  The new Jerusalem  

Saturday  Psalm 105:1-11, 37-45   God remembers his covenant  

Sunday  Luke 13:1-9    Parable of the fig tree 

 

 SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK  
In times of trouble, you will protect me. You will hide me in your tent and keep 
me safe on top of a mighty rock.       Psalm 27:5 

   

SAY, PRAY AND BLESS: 

 A Prayer for the Week:  O God, help us to look beyond earthly things, and focus us on the greater things you have in 

 mind. Amen. (Philippians 3:18- 21)  

Mealtime Prayer:  All things below, all things above, are gifts of your amazing love. Thanks be to you, O God. Amen.  

A Blessing to Give:  May God gather you into loving arms. May God hear your prayers for help and answer you with 

 kindness. Amen. 

 

CARING CONVERSATION  
Discuss in your household or small group:  

• Share about a time when you felt sad. In his life on earth, what caused Jesus to feel sad? (read Luke 13:34).  

• What do we do and say that makes Jesus sad?  

• Jesus longed to gather the people of Jerusalem to himself like a mother hen gathers her chicks.  

 What does this tell us about him?  

• Have you ever felt Jesus “gather” you close to him? When and how?  

DEVOTIONS  
To distinguish Lent from “ordinary” time, call the household to meals in a new way. Have family members take turns 

ringing a small bell as the call to meals. Light a candle and have a few moments of silence before saying grace.  

SERVICE  
This week, commit to one “daily deed” of service to one another. Think about small acts of service that show love and 

care. Is there laundry to sort or dishes to be washed? Is there a floor that needs sweeping or a room that needs dusting? 

Put up a list of the “daily deeds” you commit to perform.  

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS  
During Lent, we refrain from singing or saying “Alleluia” during worship (a Hebrew word meaning “praise to God”). This is 

a way to highlight the serious and reflective nature of the Lenten season. Symbolize the silencing of “Alleluia” at home by 

making a banner with the word on it, rolling it up and putting it away in a cupboard until Easter Sunday. On Easter 

morning, bring out the banner and celebrate the resurrection of Jesus with your spoken or sung Alleluia’s.  

Your home observance of Lent can be enhanced by the use of symbols. Consider using each of these four symbols in the 

coming weeks:  

• Crucifix: put it in a prominent place as a powerful, stirring reminder of God’s love  

• Bowl of Water: as a reminder of baptism, mark one another with the sign of the cross  

• Bowl of Sand: reminds us of Jesus’ forty days of temptation in the desert, and our own call to resist temptation  

• Bible: read one or more verses for your household each day 
 

© 2012 Vibrant Faith Ministries. All rights reserved. Written by Pr. Greg Priebbenow and edited by Vibrant Faith Ministries 

Please take your bulletin home for weekly devotions 



 

Trinity’s Mission Statement 

We are a community where Jesus is Lord:  

our mission is to invite, welcome, nurture, 

and equip all people to be disciples in His 

name. 
TRINITY’S PRAYER CHAIN   Send an email 

to secretary@trinitysleepyeye.org or call the 

office at 507 794-5051. Leave a message. 

TRINITY’S WEBPAGE   Send an email to the 

church office at secretary@trinitysleepyeye.org 

and let Darlene know you want your newsletter  

via email! 

TRINITY IS NOW ON FACEBOOK  

CHECK IT OUT!! 

“Trinity Lutheran (ELCA) Sleepy Eye MN” 
 

The Trinity Tidings newsletter is now also 

posted on www.sleepyeyeonline.com  

watch this site for community news and events. 
 

 

If you haven’t already, please consider Simply 

Giving, an automated giving program for your 

offering.  You determine the frequency of your 

offering which is deposited into Trinity’s account 

the same day it is withdrawn from your account. 

It’s a “hassle-free” way to give. Talk to Pat or 

Darlene if you are interested.  Thank You.     
 

Last week at Trinity     

Weekly Worship Attendance:                     141 

Website     56 

Bible Studies Attendance:      7+6=13 

Church School     41 

Weekly Giving: (5730.00 Needed)                    $4964.28  

March Giving:($29,325.00 .Needed)         $11,292.01 

Yearly Contributions to Date          $46,630.22 

This Week’s Prayer Concerns 

 

Pray for Trinity…that the Holy Spirit would keep our 

Trinity family united as we continue in worship and in 

helping others as we are able … 
 

Pray for the Church…that the Holy Spirit would empower 

us to live in the image of God so that we would speak and 

act in every way bringing glory to God before all the 

nations and peoples with what we have been given… 
 

Pray for our World…that pain of this Covid-19 pandemic, 

which has penetrated so many lives that your light Lord 

would help us to see your presence and that the Spirit 

would lead us to seek the truth and practice grace for all 

who are hurting…    
 

Pray for all who are ill, afflicted, or recovering…that the  

Holy Spirit would give comfort and daily strength to              

Jane, Nicole, Krista, Trisha, Mark, Darlene, Sherry,   

Kali, Isak, Vivian, Kim, Pam, Pat, Trish, Beth, Harold, 

Sarah, Chris, Kathy, Emmett, Joan, Lois, Joyce, Emma, 

Darell, Milo, Ed, Carlo, Dorothy, Tina,  Ethan, Robyn, 

Carmen, Linette, Tammy, John, Tony, Ted, Connor, 

Kimora, and Mary Jo. 
 

Pray for the beloved… who now rest from their labors in  

God’s mercy and for all who mourn the personal loss of  

loved ones… that God would fill each one with the hope of 

our Lord’s promise to bring us to a new heaven and earth 

where suffering, crying, pain and death will be no more.…        
 

Pray for all families…that the Holy Spirit would bring 

compassion and mercy to all who are separated from one 

another and each would give way to mercy, love and 

reconciliation… 
 

Pray for the men and women serving in the Armed Forces 

and those far from home…for Brady Augustin and his 

wife …and for all of our military Veterans that the Holy 

Spirit would guard them in safety and keep their hearts 

stayed in Christ…  
 

Pray for the missionaries of our church (ELCA)…that  

they proclaim their witness of the Gospel throughout the 

world. 
 

For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use • All rights reserved 
• www.ccli.com  
• CCLI License 1162037 • For use with Streaming License • All rights reserved 
• CSPL096295 • Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress • License 
1380500101 
• Reprinted from WORDS FOR WORSHIP, copyright 2017   Augsburg Fortress.   
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 
• ©2020, ABC Music Co., All rights reserved. OneLicense.net • License 

Thrivent members are reminded to direct their Choice Dollars                                  

each year any time after April 1st of the year! 
 

 

 

mailto:trinity@sleepyeyetel.net
mailto:trinity@sleepyeyetel.net
http://www.sleepyeyeonline.com/
http://www.ccli.com/

