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2ND SUNDAY OF EASTER  
HOLY COMMUNION – ELW SETTING 8 

9:00 A.M. ~ Sunday, April 7 th    
WELCOME ALL!  On this is Sunday after Easter, the joy remains and the 

celebration continues. Alleluia! The Lord is risen! HE IS RISEN INDEED! 

ALLELUIA! All guests and visitors are warmly welcomed to join in this celebration 

of God’s gifts of Word and Sacraments. Your presence is a blessing to this worship 

experience. May God’s rich blessing be upon us all! Remind us again, O Lord, of 

your promise to be present wherever and whenever people are gathered in your 

name. 

WE ALSO PROCLAIM “a person who has faith in these words, ‘given for you’ and ‘shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sin,’ is really worthy and well prepared” to receive the Sacrament of the Table. Children 

not instructed in Holy Communion are invited to come forward and receive a blessing. 
 

WORSHIP AIDS 

PREFERENCE to receiving grape juice instead of wine is indicated by raising your index finger to the server.  

ACTIVITY BAGS for young children are on a stand at the rear of church; please return after services. Thanks. 

LARGE PRINT BULLETIN AVAILABLE.  Please ask the usher for a copy. 

 

GATHERING 
WE PREPARE The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery of 

Christ’s presence, mostly through the glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather with the disciples on the 

first Easter, and Jesus breathes the Spirit on us. With Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus offers us his 

wounded self in the broken bread. From frightened individuals we are transformed into a community of 

open doors, peace, forgiveness, and material sharing such that no one among us is in need. 

 

                   Trinity School 

Thanksgiving for Baptism            Noisy Offering 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our joy. Amen. 

Look, here is water! Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

 Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done for us. 

 We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over the deep 

 and water became the essence of life. Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. 

 The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. Miriam led the dancing as 

 your people passed through the sea into freedom’s land. In a desert pool the Ethiopian 

 official entered your boundless baptismal life. 
 

 Look, here is water! Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

 At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

 By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates of your 

 reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people. We rejoice with glad hearts, 

 giving all honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ, our source of living water, 

 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Look, here is water! Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
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GATHERING SONG             That Easter Day with Joy was Bright                          ELW#384           

 

EASTER PROCLAMATION 

     Christ being raised from the dead will die no more; death has no more power over Him.          

Alleluia! Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe. Alleluia! 
     And yet, O Lord, we confess: 

      We want to believe. Lord, forgive us for our unbelief. Help us to proclaim you our    

Lord and our God in all we do and say. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us so that our 

lives would glorify your holy name. 

     By the mercy of Almighty God, giver through the life and death of Jesus Christ, we are 

forgiven and renewed. We are raised from sin and death and resurrected to new life because 

Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed! Alleluia!       
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GREETING                                                                                                                                         
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

 Spirit be with you.    And also with you. 

KYRIE 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

      Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of 

 Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and 

 do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

 Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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WORD 
 

FIRST READING                                                 Acts 4:32-35 

     The first reading is in Acts chapter 4, verses 32 - 35. While the apostles testified to others 

 about the resurrection of Jesus, the early Christian community shared what they owned or 

 sold their possessions to help their fellow believers who were in need. 

  

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed 

private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. With great 

power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was 

upon them all. There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses 

sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was 

distributed to each as any had need. 
 

           The Word of the Lord      Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING                                           1 John 1:1-2:2 

   The second reading is in 1 John chapter 1, verse 1 thru chapter 2, verse 2. The opening of 

 this letter serves as a reality check. The reality of God is light, but our confessed reality 

 has been sin. God cleanses us from our sinful reality through Christ’s death so that we 

 live in fellowship with Christ and walk in God’s light. 
 

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our 

eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life — this life 

was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with 

the Father and was revealed to us — we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you 

also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son 

Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him 

there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in 

darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, 

we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we 

say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he 

who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say 

that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, 

we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the atoning sacrifice 

for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 

                                            

The Word of the Lord      Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL VERSE  

GOSPEL                                                              John 20:19-31                                               

The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 20th chapter.   Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the 

doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear 

of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be 

with you." After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 

Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to 

them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 

send you." When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 

them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they 

are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained." 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not 

with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We 

have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of 

the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and 

my hand in his side, I will not believe." 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was 

with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood 

among them and said, "Peace be with you." Then he said to 

Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your 

hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." Thomas 

answered him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, "Have 

you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who 

have not seen and yet have come to believe." 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 

which are not written in this book. But these are written so that you 

may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and 

that through believing you may have life in his name. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.    Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

SERMON                                         Pastor Grant Fischer                                                    
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HYMN OF THE DAY                  This Is My Father’s World                                    ELW #824                            

 

CREED 

       I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

       I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

       I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION     God of grace, hear our prayer. 
  

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
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OFFERING        We Give Thee But Thine Own    ELW 686 

 
                      

                (THE USHERS BRING UP THE OFFERING) 
  

MEAL 
 

COMMUNION WELCOME 

 All are welcome to the Lord’s Table at Trinity. You are well prepared and worthy if by faith 

 you believe these words, “given for you” and “shed for you…for the forgiveness of sin”. 

 Welcome to the Lord’s Table. Come taste and see that the Lord is good. 

THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.                 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.                 We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

 thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our 

 Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave Himself to take away our sin, who   

in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with 

 Mary  Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with the earth and 

 sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we 

 praise your  name and join their unending hymn:   
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WORDS OF JESUS 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

DISTRIBUTION                    (Please sign the Welcome Pads and pass to your neighbor.) 

 

PRAYER  

 Let us pray.  Generous God, at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. 

 As grains of wheat are gathered into one bread, now make us one loaf to feed the world; 

 in the name of Jesus, the Bread of life. Amen. 
  

SENDING  
  

BLESSING 

 Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter hope 

   ☩ bless you now and always. Amen. 
 

 SENDING SONG                                        Be Thou My Vision                ELW #793 
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DISMISSAL                

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
  

      Our thanks to all who serve the Body of Christ 
SUNDAY                                                       9:00 Worship                                                

Accompanist Mary Mulry   

Acolytes Carson Uecker   

Readers Larry Baumgardt   

Communion Assistant Lee Johnson    

Sound Tech Russ Sorensen   

Greeters Larry & Diane Evers   

Ushers Larry Baumgardt, Dave Vosbeck   

Altar Guild Nicole Stevermer, Beth Klein 

  
 

WE EXPRESS OUR SYMPATHIES to Karen & Jerry Krebs in the 

recent loss of Karen’s brother, David Ahlness. He died March 25th and a 

Celebration of Life was held April 3rd. May God’s grace and promises 

give them hope and peace in this difficult time of loss. 

  

The 2024 St John’s Lutheran Home Auxiliary membership drive is underway!  

A box with our envelopes is in the Narthex.  Please consider a $5 donation to 

the Auxiliary.  Place envelope in the offering plate.  We help with bingo, 

birthday parties and fund raisers which support the residents and staff.  We are 

proud of the facility and Trinity is church member of St John’s Home. Thank 

you for caring and for your support!  

 

ATTENTION THIRD GRADERS: You will be painting your chalice at 

Mark Thomas on Wednesday, April 10th at 6:30 pm. 

 
 

Please Join Trudy Schroeder’s family as they celebrate Trudy’s 100th 

Birthday today at the Redwood Falls Community Center.  

Cards can be sent to Trudy at 511 S. Dekald St. Apt. 116, Redwood 

Falls, MN 56283.  Happy Birthday Trudy! 
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 APRIL 7, 2024 
 
DAILY BIBLE READINGS:  
These readings are related to the Lectionary readings for this Sunday.  

We invite you to take time each day to read the assigned Bible passage.  

Sunday  John 20:19-31   Jesus appears to the disciples  

Monday  Hebrews 10:32-11:1  The certainty of faith  

Tuesday  Jude 1:17-23   Be merciful to those who doubt  

Wednesday  Isaiah 53:1-5   By his wounds we are healed  

Thursday  1 John 1:8-9   God forgives sins  

Friday   Isaiah 26:1-4, 12-19  God gives peace  

Saturday  Psalm 29   God’s people blessed with peace  

Sunday  Luke 24:36b-48  Eating with the risen Christ 

  

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK:  
If we say that we have not sinned, we are fooling ourselves, and the truth isn’t in our hearts. But if we 
confess our sins to God, he can always be trusted to forgive us and take our sins away. 1 John 1:8-9   
  
SAY, PRAY AND BLESS:  
A Prayer for the Week:  

Lord Jesus, please lead us through our doubts to stronger faith in you. Amen.  

Mealtime Prayer:  

Loving God, thank you for your good gifts. Unite us as we gather together. Make us one with you and one another. Amen.  

A Blessing to Give:  

May the risen Lord Jesus give you peace. May your faith in him stay strong. Amen.  

 
CARING CONVERSATION:  
Discuss in your household or small group:  

• Share about a time when you felt close to those in your household, or to another group of people.  

• 1 John 1:3-4 speaks about “fellowship.” What is fellowship? What does it mean to have fellowship with God?  

• How does our fellowship with God give us fellowship with other people? Share some examples from your own life.  

 
DEVOTIONS:  
1 John 1:9 tells us of God’s wonderful forgiveness. In your home devotion time this week, confess your sins together and 

celebrate God’s grace given through Jesus.  

Words of Confession: All say together:  

Almighty God, we admit that we are sinners. We have sinned against you and others by what we have thought, said and 

done. We ask for your mercy. Please be kind to us for Jesus’ sake. Amen.  

Assurance of Forgiveness: A leader says:  

The Bible says that if we think that we haven’t sinned we are fooling ourselves. But if we admit our sins to God, he can 

always be trusted to forgive us. God has been kind to us. He has given his only Son Jesus to die for us, and we are forgiven 

because of him. We can go in peace. Amen.  

Give each other hugs or handshakes as a sign of God’s forgiveness. 

  

SERVICE:  
Acts 4:32-34 says that the first followers of Jesus shared their belongings with other one another and made sure that all 

those in their community were cared for. Is there someone in your community who is in need at this time – socially, 

emotionally or physically? Plan a way you can respond to that need as a household.  

 
RITUALS AND TRADITIONS:  
What does your household stand for? What gives your household a sense of togetherness or unity? Take time out to discuss 
these questions with each other. Then, design a Household Shield or Household Logo, incorporating symbols that reflect 
your household’s unique identity and purpose. You may wish to include reference to a Bible verse, such as Psalm 133:1. 
Place your finished shield or logo design in a prominent place. Use it to help you remember what is most important in your 
home life. 
   © 2011 Vibrant Faith Ministries. All rights reserved. Written by Pr. Greg Priebbenow and edited by Vibrant Faith Ministries. 

Please take your bulletin home for weekly devotions 



Trinity’s Mission Statement 

We are a community where Jesus is Lord:  our 

mission is to invite, welcome, nurture, and 

equip all people to be disciples in His name. 
 

TRINITY’S PRAYER CHAIN   Send an email 

to secretary@trinitysleepyeye.org or call the 

office at 507 794-5051. Leave a message. 

TRINITY’S WEBPAGE   Send an email to the 

church office at secretary@trinitysleepyeye.org 

and let Darlene know you want your newsletter  

via email! 

TRINITY IS NOW ON FACEBOOK  

“Trinity Lutheran (ELCA) Sleepy Eye MN” 
 

The Trinity Tidings newsletter is now also 

posted on www.sleepyeyeonline.com  

watch this site for community news and events. 

If you haven’t already, please consider Simply 

Giving, an automated giving program for your 

offering.  You determine the frequency of your 

offering which is deposited into Trinity’s account 

the same day it is withdrawn from your account. 

It’s a “hassle-free” way to give. Talk to Pat or  

Darlene if you are interested.  Thank You.  

  

Last week at Trinity 

Weekly Worship Attendance:                      221        

Bible Studies Attendance:          6 +8=          14 

Trinity Church School 

Weekly Giving:                      $6057.63 

March Giving   $30,141.84 

Amount given this year  $65,477.71 

Amount needed to meet Budget      $74,490.00 

2024 Budget                                   $298,000.00 

 

 

 

 

This Week’s Prayer Concerns 

 

Pray for Trinity…that the Holy Spirit would keep our 

Trinity family united as we continue in worship and in 

helping others as we are able … 
 

Pray for the Church…that the Holy Spirit would empower 

us to live in the image of God so that we would speak and 

act in every way bringing glory to God before all the 

nations and peoples with what we have been given… 
 

Pray for our World…that pain of this Covid-19 pandemic, 

which has penetrated so many lives that your light Lord 

would help us to see your presence and that the Spirit 

would lead us to seek the truth and practice grace for all 

who are hurting…    
 

Pray for all who are ill, afflicted, or recovering…that the  

Holy Spirit would give comfort and daily strength to             

Wade, Krista, Nicole, Trisha, Jan, Sherry, Kali,   Jane, 

Ramsey, Sarah, Lennon, Chris, Julie, Kathy, Emmett, 

Joan, Lois, Joyce, Emma, Milo, Ed, Carlo, Dorothy, 

Story, Tina,  Ethan, Robyn, Carmen, Linette, Tammy, 

John, Tony, Ted, Connor, Kimora, and Mary Jo. 
 

Pray for the beloved… who now rest from their labors in  

God’s mercy and for all who mourn the personal loss of 

loved ones …..that God would fill each one with the hope 

of our Lord’s promise to bring us to a new heaven and 

earth where suffering, crying, pain and death will be no 

more.…        
 

Pray for all families…that the Holy Spirit would bring 

compassion and mercy to all who are separated from one 

another and each would give way to mercy, love and 

reconciliation… 
 

Pray for the men and women serving in the Armed Forces 

and those far from home…for Brady Augustin and his 

wife …and for all of our military Veterans that the Holy 

Spirit would guard them in safety and keep their hearts 

stayed in Christ…  
 

Pray for the missionaries of our church (ELCA)…that  

they proclaim their witness of the Gospel throughout the 

world. 
 

For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use • All rights reserved 
• www.ccli.com  
• CCLI License 1162037 • For use with Streaming License • All rights reserved 
• CSPL096295 • Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress • License 
1380500101 
• Reprinted from WORDS FOR WORSHIP, copyright 2017   Augsburg Fortress.   
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 
• ©2020, ABC Music Co., All rights reserved. OneLicense.net 
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