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 TWENTY  FOURTH  SUNDAY AFTER  PENTECOST ~ LECTION 32 
  SERVICE OF THE WORD  

           

        9:00 AM NOVEMB ER 12TH, 2023 
 

THE LORD JESUS CHRIST WELCOMES ALL !  We are gathered in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ who beckons us to come to Him in faith 

and repentance. May the gospel of the Lord inspire and fill you with 

the Spirit! Fellowship & refreshments are available in the Library 

immediately following our Sunday worship.     
 

GATHERING                                                                               

 

WE PREPAREé Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Paul urges 

us to encourage one another with the promised coming of the Lord. Jesus tells the parable of 

the wise and foolish bridesmaids. Surrounded by the faithful of every time and place, we 

celebrate Christôs coming in our midst in the word of life and the feast of victoryðthe marriage 

feast of the lamb. 

                                                                                                                                                                                              

PRELUDE / PARISH NOTICES   

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 Blessed be God, the one who forms us,  нJesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who 

 makes our joy complete. Amen. 

 Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin. 
 

      Silence is kept for reflection. 

Steadfast and faithful God, 

 you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. We are 

 overwhelmed by the worldôs violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk what we 

 have for the sake of others. For the harm we have caused, known and unknown, 

 forgive us. For the unjust demands we place on others and your creation, forgive us. 

 For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor, forgive us. Lead us back to 

 you and set us on the right path; in the name of Jesus Christ, our  Savior. Amen. 
 

Beloved in Christ, Godôs justice stretches beyond all understanding. Godôs compassion is 

beyond compare. In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. In  нChrist, you are 

already and always forgiven. Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG                     This is My Fatherôs World                                ELW#824          

 
GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy       

Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. 

 Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus Christ, 

 our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

KYRIE  
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE  

  

 
 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING                                                                                                     Amos 5:18-24 

  The first reading is in Amos chapter 5, verses 18-24.   
 

Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD! Why do you want the day of the LORD? 

It is darkness, not light; as if someone fled from a lion, and was met by a bear; 

or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, and was bitten by a snake. 

Is not the day of the LORD darkness, not light, and gloom with no brightness in it? 

I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 

Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, 

I will not accept them; and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals 

I will not look upon. 

Take away from me the noise of your songs; 

I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 

But let justice roll down like waters, 

and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 
 

 The Word of the Lord      Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING                                                                          1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 

 The second reading is in 1 Thessalonians chapter 4, verses 13-18.   
 

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so 

that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died 

and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. For this 

we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming 

of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of 

command, with the archangel's call and with the sound of God's trumpet, will descend from 

heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be 

caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with 

the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words. 
 

 The Word of the Lord      Thanks be to God.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                         ELW#  512 

 
GOSPEL                                       Matthew 25:1-13 
      
   The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 25th chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to 

meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their 

lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the 

bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a 

shout, 'Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.' Then all those bridesmaids got 

up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil, for our 

lamps are going out.' But the wise replied, 'No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you 

had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.' And while they went to buy it, the 

bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the 

door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, 'Lord, lord, open to us.' But he 

replied, 'Truly I tell you, I do not know you.' Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the 

day nor the hour. 
 

 The Gospel of the Lord.    Praise to you, O Christ. 
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MESSAGE                             Pastor Grant Fischer 
 

SONG OF THE DAY                                 Blessed Assurance                                            ELW#638 

 
 

CREED          

   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

       I believe in Jesus Christ, Godôs only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; 

  he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

       I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen  

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH      God of grace, hear our prayer. 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
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THANKSGIVING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
OFFERING                     LORD, BE GLORIFIED                                                    ELW#824 

                  

   (Please sign the Welcome Pads and pass to your neighbor)                                                                    
    (The offering is brought forward by the ushers during the song) 

LORDôS PRAYER  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

 us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

 power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

                                                 SENDING 
 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen. 
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SENDING SONG                                   Soon and Very Soon                                                 ELW#439 

                        

 DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

   Our thanks to all who serve the Body of Christ 
 

SUNDAY                                             9:00 Worship                                               

Accompanist Mary Mulry    

Acolyte Callie Evers  

Reader Cindy Steffl    

Sound Techs Russ Sorensen   

Greeters Harold & Bonnie Pettis   

Ushers Doug Domeier, Keith Lendt    

Altar Guild Jolene Dittbenner & Nicole Stevermer 
    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Dear Members of Trinity                                                                                          10-27-23 
  

For several years now our congregation has faced various challenges, a significant erosion of financial 

resources is one. Our intent is to strongly heighten awareness & ask for your help. The decline in giving 

towards the ñGeneral Fundò for the budget coupled with increases in operating costs is our primary    

concern. 
  

We are very grateful for faithful Givers within our Congregation. Gifts are used to support Gods work           

according to the wishes of the Giver via the ñgeneral fundò and / or the ñnon-budget fundò.  
  

ñGeneral Fundò gifts support projected expenses per the annual budget related to the overhead required to   

operate the church facility, staff salaries, education, evangelism, and youth programs, plus a benevolent tithe to 

the ELCA Synod just to name a few.  
  

ñNon-budget fundò gifts support special giving specified by the Giver. A few examples are Meals that matter, 

Youth trips, Lutheran World Relief, Bible Camp, Food Backpacks, Endowment / memorial Funds. The     

Building Fund account is in the ñnon-budget fundò which is used to fund capital building improvements such as 

the recent building improvement projects.  
  

Per the table below, budgetary & actual spending reductions have occurred. Recently reductions of expenses in 

part have come via the sacrifice of Staff salary increases, reductions to the Synod and certain programing, much 

of which is unsustainable. Significant inflationary pressures have added to the financial challenges as well.  
  

**2023 thru 10/11 Year end 2022Year end 2021Year end *2020Year end 2019

Annual budget 298,000.00$          304,000.00$      309,000.00$   307,400.00$     310,000.00$     

Actual contributions 169,434.87$          285,263.02$      286,720.25$   $306,705.00 291,902.69$     

Actual expenses 215,365.63$          300,810.82$      314,549.52$   274,832.00$     290,777.82$     

Difference between actuals (45,930.76)$           (15,547.80)$      (27,829.27)$    31,873.00$       1,124.87$          

General fund Reserve availability (1,274.56)$             45,078.69$        58,181.79$     86,253.73$       54,239.52$       

**Budget for entire year all other lines thru 10-11-23 *Includes $29,731.88 in covid funds

General fund year to year summary  

 
  

Reserve funds (savings) designated for budgetary expenses are depleted, having been used to bridge the gaps 

between actual giving & actual expenses. Therefore, to meet the most basic obligations, we are forced to borrow 

from the ñnon-budgetò fund with a balance of $29,799.84 as of 10/11/23, these funds that are used towards 

budgetary expenses are then unavailable for their designated purpose going against the Giver(s) wishes.        

Presuming they can be these funds will need to be paid back. The current trend would result in all forms of    

reserve cash being exhausted at some point in 2024. 
  

You may say budget concerns are not new, so whatôs different now? The answer is previously cutting        

expenses and / or use of reserve general funds would get us through the year. As indicated reserve general 

funds are depleted and expense reduction options are limited, threating the work of our Congregation like 

never before which will force significant changes.  
  

For your review, along with a copy of this letter you will be receiving your Q3 giving statement which will   

include prior years giving. We pray we can pull together as a Congregation and work towards securing Gods 

work, through our hands by getting us back to a stable financial footing ï to do this we are asking for your 

help. We understand inflation is impacting many in their personal lives, but any additional help you can provide 

is meaningful. We are confident in your response and together we turn our eyes to the Lord for guidance 

to whom all things are possible!  
  

The Stewardship Board 
  

Larry Baumgardt, Director    Matt Miller 

Pat Stevermer, Financial Secretary   Mark Miller  
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SPECIAL OFFERINGS  ïDuring the month of November, we think of our abundance 

and willingness to share with others less fortunate. For this reason, the Board of 

Stewardship designates the Thanksgiving Eve offering to ELCA World Hunger. Gifts are 

accepted for this initiative to the end of the year. 

 

The second special offering that is usually emphasized in November is the Women of the 

ELCA Thankoffering. These funds are all sent into the churchwide office to support the 

ministries of the Women of the ELCA. Blue envelopes will be placed in narthex 

mailboxesðhowever, you may also use your regular offering envelopes by designating 

ñThankofferingò on the special giving lineé  Thank you for any and all gifts!  

 
 

 
 

                    Board Directors are reminded to submit their  

                           2024 proposed budget by November 15th! 

 
 
 

The St John Lutheran Home Auxiliary Annual Meeting will be held Monday, November 13th, at 

4:00 PM in the Chapel.  Devotions, Business, Election of officers, and coffee served.  All invited!  
 

Thank you for all the orders to benefit our Women of Trinity and our work 

here.  Wreaths will be delivered the first week of December. As always, 

thank you all for your support! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEMC has the New Flu and the Bivalent COVID booster available. You have 

call SEMC at 794-3691 to schedule an appointment. Forms for the vaccine are 

available at the church in the narthex or on the SEMC website. 
  

Boosters are also available at Randyôs Drug.  Please call ahead. Flu shots are 

available anytime. 
 

  

Please join us for Trinityôs ñDining Outò, 

following church services 11/19/2023.     

ñBreaking Bread Togetherò is an opportunity to 

get to know each other better and share stories. 

Please sign up at Darleneôs Office Window so we 

can make reservations. Location to be                

determined. Our goal will be to Dine Outò the 3rd 

Sunday of each month! 
  

  

We have begun Trinity Church School on 

Wednesday evenings from 6:30-7:30! Our students 

will be following the Sunday School Curriculum at 

the evening classes. This change has been made 

after asking our parents if this change would help 

with busy childrenôs activities. Please join us!                                   

Confirmation classes are held on Wednesday 

evenings at 7:00 pm. We are thankful for all our 

students! 

  


