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NINETEENTH SUNDAY OF PENTCOST ~ LECTION 29 

HOLY COMMUNION ~ ELW 8   
 9:00 A.M. ~ Sunday, October 19 th, 2025   

 

The Lord Jesus Christ welcomes all! 

All are welcome and called to share and give thanks for Christ’s gifts of 

Promise and Presence! Through faith and trust in Christ’s words we 

receive his promise of being present in his gifts of forgiveness, salvation 

and eternal life.   

We thank God for guests who are here today & pray you will be blessed as 

you are a blessing to our gathering. Join us for refreshments following 

Worship. 
 

WORSHIP AIDS 
PREFERENCE to receiving grape juice instead of wine is indicated by raising your index finger to the server. 

GLUTEN FREE HOSTS ARE AVAILABLE  

ACTIVITY BAGS for young children are on a stand at the rear of church; please return after services. Thanks. 

LARGE PRINT BULLETIN AVAILABLE.  Please ask the usher for a copy. 

GATHERING 
 

WE PREPARE… Pray always. Do not lose heart. This is Christ’s encouragement in the gospel 

today. Wrestle with the word. Remember your baptism again and again. Come regularly to 

Christ’s table. Persistence in our every encounter with the divine will be blessed. 
 

PRELUDE / ANNOUNCEMENTS / BELL 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful God, 

 you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. 

 You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the abundant life 

 you offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow 

 weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us. 

 Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of life. Amen. 

 

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the cross of ☩ Christ, 

and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a 

new creation. Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN                     Precious Lord, Take My Hand                                ELW # 773 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GREETING                                                                                                                                                                                         

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you.   
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KYRIE 
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Psalm 121                                                        My help comes from the LORD, the maker of heaven and earth.   

 I lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come? 

   My help comes from the LORD, the maker of heaven and earth. 

 The LORD will not let your foot be moved nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep. 

  Behold, the keeper of Israel will neither slumber nor sleep;   

  the LORD watches over you; the LORD is your shade at your right hand; 

   the sun will not strike you by day, nor the moon by night. 

 The LORD will preserve you from all evil and will keep your life. 

  The LORD will watch over your going out and your coming in, 

   from this time forth forevermore.   
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready to hear our cries. Teach us 

to rely day and night on your care. Inspire us to seek your enduring justice for all this suffering 

world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

                                                     WORD 
 

FIRST READING                                                                                     Genesis 32:22-31 
 

The first reading is in Genesis chapter 32, verses 22 - 31.  Returning to the home he had 

fled many years before after stealing his brother's birthright and his father's blessing, 

Jacob wrestles all night long with a divine adversary who ultimately blesses him and 

changes his name to "Israel," a name that means "he wrestles with God." 
  

The same night he got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children, and 

crossed the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise 

everything that he had. Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 

When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket; and 

Jacob's hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. Then he said, "Let me go, for the day is 

breaking." But Jacob said, "I will not let you go, unless you bless me." So he said to him, "What 

is your name?" And he said, "Jacob." Then the man said, "You shall no longer be called Jacob, 

but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans, and have prevailed." Then Jacob 

asked him, "Please tell me your name." But he said, "Why is it that you ask my name?" And 

there he blessed him. So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, "For I have seen God face to 

face, and yet my life is preserved." The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping 

because of his hip. 
 

The Word of the Lord      Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING                            2 Timothy 3: 14-4:5                                      
 

The second reading is in 2 Timothy chapter 3, verse 14 thru chapter 4, verse 5.  Paul 

continues his instruction of Timothy, his younger colleague in ministry, by emphasizing 

the importance of faithful teaching despite opposition. 
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But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from whom you 

learned it, and how from childhood you have known the sacred writings that are able to 

instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All scripture is inspired by God and is 

useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that 

everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work. 

In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and in view 

of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: proclaim the message; be persistent 

whether the time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage, with the utmost 

patience in teaching. For the time is coming when people will not put up with sound doctrine, 

but having itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own desires, 

and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to myths. As for you, always be 

sober, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully. 
 

The Word of the Lord      Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION              

 

GOSPEL                                                                                                           Luke 18: 1-8 

   The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 18th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. He said, 

"In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people. In that 

city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, 'Grant me justice against my 

opponent.' For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, 'Though I have no fear of God 
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and no respect for anyone, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, 

so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.'" And the Lord said, "Listen to what 

the unjust judge says. And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and 

night? Will he delay long in helping them? I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And 

yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?" 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.    Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

 

MESSAGE                                                                         Pastor David Nissen 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                  Day By Day                                          ELW #790 
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CREED 

       I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

       I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

       I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

  
 

THANKSGIVING 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION:   respond after Lord, God of grace,   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SHARING THE PEACE 

 The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.  
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OFFERING                                      Give Thanks  

 

                  (THE USHERS BRING UP THE OFFERING) 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful. 

Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may work for the 

good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 

MEAL 
 

 

COMMUNION WELCOME 

 All are welcome to the Lord’s Table at Trinity. You are well prepared and worthy if by 

 faith you believe these words, “given for you” and “shed for you…for the forgiveness of 

 sin”. Welcome to the Lord’s Table. Come taste and see that the Lord is good. 

THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.                 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.                 We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

 thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our 

 Savior Jesus Christ. You reveal your glory as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the 

 Holy Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, on Lord, one God, ever to be adored 

 in your eternal glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 

 the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORDS OF JESUS 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

DISTRIBUTION                    (Please sign the Welcome Pads and pass to your neighbor.) 

 

 

PRAYER  

 Let us pray.  God,  you have gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your 

 grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your 

 love in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING 

 The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 

 and the life of the Spirit ☩ bless you and give you peace. Amen. 



 

11 

SENDING SONG                           What a Friend We Have in Jesus                             ELW# 742        

BELL AND DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.   Thanks be to God. 
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                                        Our thanks to all who serve the Body of Christ 

SUNDAY                                             9:00 Worship                                               

Accompanist Mary Mulry    

Acolyte Anders Coulson   

Reader Sandy Beito    

Holy Communion Harold Pettis, Darlene Brummund  

Sound Techs Russ Sorensen    

Greeter  Keith & Sarah Lendt   

Ushers Brian Polesky, Isaac Johnson    

Altar Guild Beth Klein, Sara Sellner 

 

Deepest sympathies are expressed to the family and friends of  

LaDonna Fox who died on Sunday, October 11th and was laid to 

rest at Sundown Cemetery after the funeral service held here 

Saturday, October 18th. May God bless the memories of LaDonna 

Fox, a member of this community of faith.  

Join women from our congregation and our community for a new study of 

the book of Acts. Together, we will dig into the story of how the Christian 

church began and continued to carry out the ministry of Christ. Topics 

covered include learning about the Holy Spirit, the persecution of early 

Christians, how Satan attacks, getting to know individuals such as Stephen, 

Philip, Saul, and Cornelius, resolving conflict within the church, 

understanding politics and religion, spreading the “good news,” and 

following God. There will always be coffee and prayer, sometimes a treat, 

good discussion with something to meditate about for a few days, and best 

of all, fulfilling connections in a faith-centered community. Join us when 

you can! All ages are welcome. We meet (almost) every Wednesday from 

9:00-10:00 a.m.  Bring a friend. 

MEALS THAT MATTER      

With the delicious meals available in the freezer located in room 109 just off the 

dining room we now need your help. The meals are to be given to people who are 

experiencing some sort of life changing event, be it a new baby, illness, a death in 

the family, or anyone you think would benefit from a tasty, readymade dinner. 

Remember, you are the hands of Jesus in our world.  

                       Thank you for being the hands of Jesus! 

      Remember…Our Food Shelf Box is in the back of the Sanctuary. 

                                           The Good Work of this Church continues! 
 

Needed…sheets! If you have bed sheets you would like to recycle that are in 

good shape, we can use them for backs, or insides for our quilts. Full to King 

size work well but twin size can also be used- cotton/polyester or flannel work 

well. Thank you. Donations can be left in the basement on a table near the 

Kitchen. Join us on Monday mornings at 9:00 am. 
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October 19, 2025                                                                         

Pray always and never give up.  

DAILY BIBLE READINGS  
These readings are related to the Lectionary readings for this Sunday.  
Sunday  Luke 18:1-8  Parable of the persistent widow  
Monday  Psalm 121  Confidence in God’s protection  
Tuesday  Luke 22:39-46  Jesus prays on the Mount of Olives  
Wednesday  Matthew 15:21-28  The faith of a Canaanite woman  
Thursday  James 5:13-18  The prayer of faith  
Friday  Genesis 18:16-33  Abraham pleads for Sodom  
Saturday  Mark 10:46-52  An example of persistence  
Sunday  Luke 18:9-14  A Pharisee and tax collector pray  

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK  
 

Jesus told his disciples a story about how they should keep 
on praying and never give up. Luke 18:1 

SAY, PRAY AND BLESS:  
A Prayer for the Week:  
Dear God, help us not to lose heart but to be persistent in faith and hope and in the works of justice and peace. Amen.  

Mealtime Prayer:  
Lord, in your name we drink and sup; teach us to pray and not give up. Help us to look to you this day, and show our thanks in all we say. Amen.  

A Blessing to Give:  

May the Lord keep you from all harm and watch over your life. May God watch over you as you come and go, now and forever. Amen.   

CARING CONVERSATIONS  
Discuss in your home or small group:  
 Who do you turn to when you’re in trouble? Why?  

 Talk about a time when you asked God for help?   

 In the parable of the unjust judge (Luke 18:1-8), Jesus begins by encouraging persistent prayer.  

 His story ends by linking prayer to faith. How is faith neces-sary for us to be persistent in prayer?  

 DEVOTIONS  
The people cry out to God day and night (Luke 18:7). This week use morning and even-ing prayers from your faith community’s 
worship book or use Martin Luther’s Morning and Evening Prayers each day.  
Morning: I thank you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, that you have protected me through the night from all harm and danger. I ask 
you to keep me this day, too, from all sin and evil, so that in all my thoughts, words, and deeds I may please you. In your hands I place my body 
and soul and all that is mine. Let your holy angel be with me, so that the evil one may have no power over me. Amen.  

Evening: I thank you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, that you have graciously protected me today. I ask you to forgive all my sins 

and the wrong which I have done. And graciously keep me this night. In your hands I place my body and soul and all that is mine. Let your holy 

angel be with me so that the evil one may have no power over me. Amen.  

SERVICE  
In the parable of the unjust judge, the role of the widow represented a person in an-cient society who was vulnerable and 
unprotected. Look to the needs of those who are vulnerable and unprotected in your community or larger world. Find a way to ad-
vocate for their needs by contacting elected local or national officials using a letter or phone call.  

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS  
Jesus encouraged his followers to persist in prayer and to “not give up” (Luke 18:1). It is easy to lose track of some of the things we 
want to pray for, whether they be pray-ers of thanksgiving or praying for the needs of family, friends, and the larger world. Find a 
way to keep track of what you want to pray for. Here are some examples:  Keep a prayer journal. Have a basket with individual slips 
of paper. Keep a list on the refrigerator that you can add to.  

© 2015 Milestones Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved. 
In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org 

                                                          Please take your bulletin home for weekly devotion 

http://www.milestonesministry.org/


  
Trinity’s Mission Statement 

We are a community where Jesus is Lord:  our 

mission is to invite, welcome, nurture, and 

equip all people to be disciples in His name. 
 

TRINITY’S PRAYER CHAIN   Send an email to 

secretary@trinitysleepyeye.org or call the office at 

507 794-5051. Leave a message. 

TRINITY’S WEBPAGE   Send an email to the 

church office at secretary@trinitysleepyeye.org and 

let Darlene know you want your newsletter  via 

email! 

TRINITY IS NOW ON FACEBOOK  

CHECK IT OUT!! 

“Trinity Lutheran (ELCA) Sleepy Eye MN” 
 

The Trinity Tidings newsletter is now also posted 

on www.sleepyeyeonline.com  

watch this site for community news and events. 

If you haven’t already, please consider Simply 

Giving, an automated giving program for your 

offering.  You determine the frequency of your 

offering which is deposited into Trinity’s account the 

same day it is withdrawn from your account. It’s a 

“hassle-free” way to give. 

Talk to Pat or Darlene if you are interested.  Thank 

You. Please pick up your statements and envelopes 

in your mailbox. Thank You! 
 

Last week at Trinity     

Weekly Worship Attendance:                     109  

Website     38 

Bible Studies Attendance:               4+6+6= 16  

TREK/Confirmation           MEA 

Weekly Giving: (5730.00 Needed)                    $5329.00 

October Giving:($23,640.00 .Needed)       $10,482.92 

Yearly Contributions to Date        $205,764.84 

 

 

This Week’s Prayer Concerns 

 

Pray for Trinity…that the Holy Spirit would keep our 

Trinity family united as we continue in worship and in   

helping others as we are able … 
 

Pray for the Church…that the Holy Spirit would empower 

us to live in the image of God so that we would speak and act 

in every way bringing glory to God before all the nations and 

peoples with what we have been given… 
 

Pray for our World…that pain of this Covid-19 pandemic, 

which has penetrated so many lives that your light Lord 

would help us to see your presence and that the Spirit would 

lead us to seek the truth and practice grace for all who are 

hurting…    
 

Pray for all who are ill, afflicted, or recovering…that the  

Holy Spirit would give comfort and daily strength to              

Juliann, Jeannette, Gary, Mary, Jane, Sherry, Kali, Isak, 

Vivian, Kim, Pam, Pat, Trish, Beth, Harold, Rita, Nip, 

Sarah, Chris, Kathy, Emmett, Joan, Lois, Joyce, Emma, 

Darrell, Paul, Ray, Milo, Ed, Carlo, Dorothy, Tina,  Ethan, 

Robyn, Carmen, Linette, Tammy, John, Tony, Ted, 

Connor, Kimora, and Mary Jo. 
 

Pray for the beloved… who now rest from their labors in  

God’s mercy and for all who mourn the personal loss of  

loved ones….especially the family and friends of LaDonna 

Fox, who was laid to rest with services yesterday here at 

Trinity…..that God would fill each one with the  hope of our 

Lord’s promise to bring us to a new heaven and earth where 

suffering, crying, pain and death will be no more.…        
 

Pray for all families…that the Holy Spirit would bring 

compassion and mercy to all who are separated from one 

another and each would give way to mercy, love and 

reconciliation… 
 

Pray for the men and women serving in the Armed Forces 

and those far from home…for Brady Augustin and his 

family…and for all of our military Veterans that the Holy 

Spirit would guard them in safety and keep their hearts stayed 

in Christ…  
 

Pray for the missionaries of our church (ELCA)…that  they 

proclaim their witness of the Gospel throughout the world. 
 

For use solely with the SongSelect Terms of Use • All rights reserved 
• www.ccli.com  
• CCLI License 1162037 • For use with Streaming License • All rights reserved 
• CSPL096295 • Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress • License 1380500101 
• Reprinted from WORDS FOR WORSHIP, copyright 2017   Augsburg Fortress.   
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress 
 
 

Thrivent members are reminded to direct their Choice Dollars                                  

each year any time after April 1st of the year.  

Please consider naming Trinity for your Choice Funds.                                             

Call 800-847-4836 and have your ID Number available. 

 

 

 

mailto:trinity@sleepyeyetel.net
mailto:trinity@sleepyeyetel.net
http://www.sleepyeyeonline.com/
http://www.ccli.com/
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