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TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD 

ELW ~ SERVICE OF THE WORD 

   February 11 th, 2024 ~ 9:00 AM 

    “GOD’S RADICAL LOVE, LIVED OUT EVERY DAY” 

THE LORD JESUS CHRIST WELCOMES ALL who enter this house of worship. May 

God bless our service of worship as we offer to God our thanks & praise. We pray the 

Holy Spirit will bless our fellowship and send us forth to reach out to our neighbors 

with love. If you are a visitor today, we pray our time together will be a blessing to you 

as you are a blessing to our gathering. Please join us in Fellowship after the service.  

                                                                        AVAILABLE WORSHIP AIDS                                                                                                              

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS are available from the ushers. 

ACTIVITY BAGS at the rear of church, are available for young children; please return them after the service. Thanks.                                                    

PLEASE SIGN the Friendship Pad as it is passed to you during the time of the offering.                                                                                                  

I WISH CARDS in the pews are available for you to express your ideas or questions & may be placed in an offering plate. 
 

GATHERING 
 

WE PREPARE:   The Sundays after Epiphany began with Jesus’ baptism and end with three 

disciples’ vision of his transfiguration. In Mark’s story of Jesus’ baptism, apparently only Jesus sees 

the Spirit descending and hears the words from heaven. But now Jesus’ three closest friends hear the 

same words naming him God’s beloved son. As believers, Paul writes, we are enabled to see the God-

light in Jesus’ face, because the same God who created light in the first place has shone in our hearts 

to give us that vision. The light of God’s glory in Jesus has enlightened us through baptism and shines 

in us also for others to see. 

RINGING OF THE BELL                                                                                       
CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                           

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                                                                                                                

Blessed be the holy Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, ☩ one God, who stretches out the 

heavens, who sends light to the nations, who gives breath to us all. Amen.                                                     

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.                                                                                                            
      Silence for reflection and self-examination.                                                                            

Loving God,                                                                                                                                                  

 we confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own ways. Forgive us 

 for the times we have spoken or acted too quickly; we have not spoken or acted at 

 all; we have hurt those closest to us; we have hurt those we have yet to know; we 

 have thought more about ourselves than others; we have thought less of ourselves 

 than we ought. Turn us around, and give us a fresh start, so that we can live again 

 as your children. Amen.                                                                                                                                        

Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right. Even when we have messed up, God puts 

us together. God’s love never runs out. God never tires of calling us beloved children. Hear 

God say to you now: Your sins are forgiven, for the sake of ☩ Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG                 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                            ELW# 631                              
 

GREETING                                                                                                                                                   
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

 Spirit be with you all.      And also with you.  
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KYRIE 

 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the mountaintop into our 

 hearts. Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and illumine the world with your image, 

 through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

 Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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WORD 
 

FIRST READING                                                                                                 2 Kings 2:1-12 

 The first reading is in 2 Kings chapter 2, verses 1 - 12.  Today’s reading centers on the 

 transfer of power and authority from the prophet Elijah to Elisha. Their travels, which 

 retrace the path of Joshua back to Moab (the place where Moses died) and the parting of 

 the waters, demonstrate that Elisha and Elijah are legitimate successors of the great 

 prophet Moses. 
 

Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha 

were on their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, "Stay here; for the LORD has sent me as 

far as Bethel." But Elisha said, "As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave 

you." So, they went down to Bethel. The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to 

Elisha, and said to him, "Do you know that today the LORD will take your master away from 

you?" And he said, "Yes, I know; keep silent." 

Elijah said to him, "Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho." But he said, "As 

the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you." So they came to Jericho. The 

company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, "Do you know 

that today the LORD will take your master away from you?" And he answered, "Yes, I know; be 

silent." 

Then Elijah said to him, "Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan." But he said, "As 

the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you." So, the two of them went on. 

Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, as they 

both were standing by the Jordan. Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and struck the 

water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on 

dry ground. 

When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, "Tell me what I may do for you, before I am taken 

from you." Elisha said, "Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit." He responded, 

"You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be 

granted you; if not, it will not." As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and 

horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 

Elisha kept watching and crying out, "Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!" 

But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 

 

 The Word of the Lord      Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING                                2 Corinthians 4:3-6 

 The second reading is in 2 Corinthians chapter 4, verses 3 - 6.  The spotlight of Christian 

 ministry is not on the people who carry out ministry but on the Lord Jesus Christ. Just as 

 God made light shine out of darkness at creation, God makes the light of Jesus Christ 

 shine in our lives through Christian ministry. 
 

And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god of 

this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the 

gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For we do not proclaim ourselves;      
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we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus' sake. For it is the God 

who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the 

knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
 

        The Word of the Lord      Thanks be to God.                                                                                   
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

GOSPEL                                                          Mark 9:2-9   

  

 Mark’s gospel presents the transfiguration as a preview of what would become apparent 

 to Jesus’ followers after he rose from the dead. Confused disciples are given a vision of 

 God’s glory manifest in the beloved Son. 

                                                                                                                                                                                

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 9th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, 

and led them up a high mountain apart, by themselves. And he 

was transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling 

white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. And there 

appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with 

Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus, "Rabbi, it is good for us to be 

here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, 

and one for Elijah." He did not know what to say, for they were 

terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud 

there came a voice, "This is my Son, the Beloved listen to him!" 

Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them 

anymore, but only Jesus. 

As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to 

tell no one about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man 

had risen from the dead. 

       The Gospel of the Lord.    Praise to you, O Christ. 

  

MESSAGE        Pastor Grant Fischer 
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SONG OF THE DAY                           Beautiful Savior                                         ELW #838 

 
CREED          

   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

       I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; 

  he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

       I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
  

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  .., God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

PEACE            The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.  
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THANKSGIVING 
 

OFFERING                     LORD, BE GLORIFIED                                                    ELW#824  

                  

   (Please sign the Welcome Pads and pass to your neighbor)                                                                    
    (The offering is brought forward by the ushers during the song) 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

 us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 

 power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING 

 God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you, 

 ☩ bless you and remain with you always.  Amen. 
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SENDING SONG                  I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light                        ELW #815 
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DISMISSAL                 

 Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.  Thanks be to God. 

 
                                Our Thanks To All Who Serve The Body Of Christ 

Accompanist Mary Mulry 

Acolyte Blaine Arneson 

Readers Terry Newgord 

Sound Techs Russ Sorensen 

Greeters Eric & Juliann Wahlborg 

Ushers Dennis Mangen & Mike Petersen 

Altar Guild Joleen Dittbenner 

We extend our deepest sympathy to Virgene Stauffer and her son, Brent, in 

the loss of Brent’s wife Nancy. She passed from this life February 3rd and 

was laid to rest on February 9th with services at Bethleham United Church 

of Christ in Maple Lake. May God be with them during this difficult time. 

God bless the memory of Nancy Stauffer. 

ALL 1ST-12TH GRADERS ARE INVITED to attend Bible Camp at 

Green Lake or Shores of St. Andrew from June 23rd-27th (or half the week 

for younger kids). Trinity offers SCHOLARSHIPS for kids in need to go to 

camp...get the information from your child's Church School teacher or in the 

church office. Register at the Green Lake website. Early bird deadline is 

DUE Feb. 15th so register TODAY! 
 

MEALS THAT MATTER  Remember! Prepared frozen meals are in the freezer 

for you to deliver to a friend or neighbor who have had a life changing event- 

illness, birth of a baby, death in the family, etc…  Be the hands of Jesus! 
 

  Ash Wednesday Worship is at 6:30 PM on February 14th 
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February 11, 2024 

Listening to Jesus, God’s beloved Son. 
 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS  
These readings are related to the Lectionary readings for this Sunday.  

We invite you to take time each day to read the assigned Bible passages. 

Sunday   Mark 9:2-9   The transfiguration of Jesus 

Monday   Proverbs 8:32-35   Listen to me 

Tuesday  John 10:1-4   Listening to the shepherd 

Wednesday  Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21  The practice of faith 

Thursday  Joel 2:1-2, 11-13   Return to the Lord your God 

Friday   Isaiah 58:1-12   True fasting 

Saturday  Psalm 51:1-12   Have mercy on me, God 

Sunday   Mark 1:9-15   The temptation of Jesus 

 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK  
 

A voice came from the cloud. It said,  
“This is my Son, and I love him. Listen to him!” Mark 9:7 (NIRV) 

 

SAY, PRAY AND BLESS:  
A Prayer for the Week: 

Jesus, Son of God, open our ears and our hearts so that we listen to you. Amen. (Mark 9:7) 

Mealtime Prayer: 

For every cup and every plateful, to you, O God, we’re very grateful. Amen. 

A Blessing to Give: 

May God lead you to listen to his Son, Jesus. May you see and know that Jesus is with you. Amen. (Mark 9:7-8) 

 

CARING CONVERSATIONS  
Discuss in your household or small group: 

• What is the tallest mountain you have climbed? What could you see from the top? 

• Jesus led Peter, James and John up a high mountain. What took place there? 

    Why do you think Jesus wanted them to experience that? 

     • Where and when have you had a special experience of God’s presence? How has that helped you to listen to him and follow him? 

 

DEVOTIONS  
The church season of Lent begins this coming Wednesday. The first day of Lent is called Ash Wednesday. Traditionally, this is a day 

for Christians to remember that we are sinners and that we need a Savior. Observe Ash Wednesday, February 18, in your home by 

marking one another with ashes. Burn some paper and crush it into fine ashes. Then mix the ashes with a small amount of olive oil. 

Make the sign of the cross on one another’s foreheads as you say these words: 
Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. Turn back to God and believe in the good news of Jesus. 

 

SERVICE  

Make this week “Secret Service Week” in your home. Put your names in a hat and have each person draw out someone else’s name. 

During the week, perform a secret act of service for that person. Share your ideas about secret acts of service that could be carried out 

for one another. 

 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS  
Plan a household trip to an elevated place (a hilltop, a mountain, a top floor of a high building, etc.) in your area. Talk about the 
different perspective this view gives to you. As you enjoy the view, share about “mountaintop” experiences you have had in your 
relationship with God. Share about times when God has helped you to develop a new perspective on some aspect of your life. Say a 
prayer of thanks for God’s creation and for Jesus’ presence with you. 
 

© 2014 Milestones Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved. Written by Pr. Greg Priebbenow. 

 In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org 

Please take your bulletin home for weekly devotion

http://www.milestonesministry.org/


Trinity’s Mission Statement 

We are a community where Jesus is Lord:  our 

mission is to invite, welcome, nurture, and 

equip all people to be disciples in His name. 
 

TRINITY’S PRAYER CHAIN   Send an email 

to secretary@trinitysleepyeye.org or call the 

office at 507 794-5051. Leave a message. 

TRINITY’S WEBPAGE   Send an email to the 

church office at secretary@trinitysleepyeye.org 

and let Darlene know you want your newsletter  

via email! 

TRINITY IS NOW ON FACEBOOK  

“Trinity Lutheran (ELCA) Sleepy Eye MN” 
 

The Trinity Tidings newsletter is now also 

posted on www.sleepyeyeonline.com  

watch this site for community news and events. 

If you haven’t already, please consider Simply 

Giving, an automated giving program for your 

offering.  You determine the frequency of your 

offering which is deposited into Trinity’s account 

the same day it is withdrawn from your account. 

It’s a “hassle-free” way to give. Talk to Pat or 

Darlene if you are interested.  Thank You.   

Last week at Trinity 

Weekly Worship Attendance:                     143 

Weekly Confirmation Attendance:   21   

Wednesday Church School Attendance:      36 

 Bible Studies Attendance:      6+3+8=        17 

Weekly Giving:        $4693.63 

January Giving:                   $4693.63 

Yearly Contributions to Date          $22,897.44 

Amount needed to meet Budget      $28,650.00 

2024 Budget                                   $298,000.00 

 

 

This Week’s Prayer Concerns 

 

Pray for Trinity…that the Holy Spirit would keep our 

Trinity family united as we continue in worship and in 

helping others as we are able … 
 

Pray for the Church…that the Holy Spirit would empower 

us to live in the image of God so that we would speak and 

act in every way bringing glory to God before all the 

nations and peoples with what we have been given… 
 

Pray for our World…that pain of this Covid-19 pandemic, 

which has penetrated so many lives that your light Lord 

would help us to see your presence and that the Spirit 

would lead us to seek the truth and practice grace for all 

who are hurting…    
 

Pray for all who are ill, afflicted, or recovering…that the  

Holy Spirit would give comfort and daily strength to             

Wade, Krista, Nicole, Trisha, Jan, Mark, Diane, Cindy, 

Sherry, Kali, Jerry, Beth, Harold, Ramsey, Sarah, 

Lennon, Chris, Kathy, Emmett, Joan, Lois, Joyce, 

Emma, Milo, Ed, Carlo, Dorothy, Story, Tina,  Ethan, 

Robyn, Carmen, Linette, Tammy, John, Tony, Ted, 

Connor, Kimora, and Mary Jo. 
 

Pray for the beloved… who now rest from their labors in  

God’s mercy and for all who mourn the personal loss of 

loved ones… especially Virgene and Brent Stauffer in the 

loss of Brent’s wife, Nancy…..that God would fill each 

one with the hope of our Lord’s promise to bring us to a 

new heaven and earth where suffering, crying, pain and 

death will be no more.…        
 

Pray for all families…that the Holy Spirit would bring 

compassion and mercy to all who are separated from one 

another and each would give way to mercy, love and 

reconciliation… 
 

Pray for the men and women serving in the Armed Forces 

and those far from home…for Brady Augustin and his 

wife …and for all of our military Veterans that the Holy 

Spirit would guard them in safety and keep their hearts 

stayed in Christ…  
 

Pray for the missionaries of our church (ELCA)…that  

they proclaim their witness of the Gospel throughout the 

world. 
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• www.ccli.com  
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